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• CITY MP CLAIMS LABOUR ‘DIRTY TRICKS’ 


Tory under fire for 
holding surgeries 
in the Commons 


LONG-STANDING Westminster MP Mark 
Field has come under fire from a group of 
Pimlico residents over his surgeries at the 
House of Commons. 

The residents have formed a lobby group calling on 
Mr Field to hold a “more local” surgery outside of the 
Commons if he is re-elected in the election as Conser¬ 
vative MP for the Cities of London and Westminster. 

They say that it is “terribly unfair” for elderly and 
frail constituents to have to travel to the Commons if 
they need help and advice from their MP. The group, 
who call themselves Democracy Rejuvenated, say Mr 
Field “has let down his electorate”. 

But Mr Field’s office says he is being targeted in a 
campaign which it claims is organised by an activist 
offshoot of the Labour Party. 

Aides to the 50-year-old politician who has repre¬ 
sented Westminster since 2001 say the campaign is 
“dirty tricks to mislead constituents” and is aimed at 
undermining Mr Field (pictured) 

But the Pimlico residents strongly deny affiliation to 
any political party. 

“We are a non-partisan group, comprising Westmin¬ 
ster residents, therefore, have no affiliations or deal- 


# By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


ings with any Political Party, any ‘offshoot’ from any 
Political Party or, indeed, political group either, 
recognised or, not recognised by any Political 
Party,” said spokesman Terence Hayes, of 
Alderney Street, Pimlico. 

“We are simply a group of concerned 
citizens, without political bias, who 
are endeavouring to rejuvenate tradi¬ 
tional, accepted practice in order that 
citizens may continue to obtain con¬ 
venient and easy access to political 
power.” 

The row centres on residents’ com¬ 
plaints that Mr Field’s constituents’ sur¬ 
gery at his office in the House of 
Commons is not an “easily accessed, tradi¬ 
tional, local surgery”. 

Mr Field’s team argue that because his office, unlike 
every other MP’s, is in the middle of his currently- 
held constituency it is both local and accessible, and 
that he has met with thousands of constituents every 


year. But the residents say “Mark Field does not hold 
our desired form of surgery since his is not easily ac¬ 
cessed, traditional or, local. His surgery is, in fact, 
held on the southernmost edge of his constituency. 
Were it located any further south and even more dis¬ 
tant from residents, we would all be in the Thames! 
“We fervently believe in our cherished 
form of democratic government and have 
noticed that one of its principles, the 
provision of convenient, easily ac¬ 
cessed, traditional, local surgeries at 
which a resident may meet face-to- 
face with their MP, is being wilfully 
eroded.” 

Mr Hayes said the group had con¬ 
ducted a survey of all London MPs 
and “the overwhelming majority have 
expressed support for our campaign”. 
But the residents group criticises Mr 
Field for only holding surgeries at the Com¬ 
mons. 

“His surgery is situated within The House of Com¬ 
mons at which, in order to gain entrance, one is re- 
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Pop anthem to help save Soho 


THE Save Soho cam¬ 
paign now has a pop 
anthem - a brilliantly - 
catchy and Oasis-style 
single just released by 
the protest group’s 
founder Tim Arnold. 

Pop pundits are already 
predicting that the easy-sin- 
galong “Hearts 4 Meat” by 
Tim Arnold (pictured) and 
The 100 Futures will become 
London’s first big hit of the 
summer. 

Tim, now working on the 
Save Soho campaign with 
Oasis guru Alan McGee, has 
written a classic that could 
have come straight off the 
Gallagher brother’s leg¬ 


endary album “What’s The 
Story?” The song, which 
celebrates the diverse 
characters and 
community of 
Soho, is now 
being played all 
over the village 
as it gives 
voice to the 
stand against 
the developers’ 
threat to the 
area’s small 
music clubs. 

It is also one of the 
fastest-made singles in 
years - from inspiration to 
release in just 10 days. 

Tim leapt out of bed and 
wrote “Hearts 4 Meat” 
straight off the cuff after 


reading an article by The 
Times writer Caitlin 

Moran, in which she 
attacked the move 
by developers to 
kill the clubs 
and sanitise 
Soho with the 
relentless 
march of 
Crossrail and 
other unpopu¬ 
lar “improve¬ 
ments”. 

“Where is Lon¬ 
don if Soho has 
gone?” wrote Caitlan, 
“Cities need their villages. 
London cannot be turned 
into one, uniform super-town. 
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CREATING 24,000 NEW HOMES - 55,000 JOBS 


Regeneration of Old Oak Common 


T he Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson has launched the Old 
Oak and Park Royal Develop¬ 
ment Corporation (OPDC). 

The Corporation will lead the regeneration 
of Old Oak Common in West London and will 
seek deliver up to 24,000 homes and more 
than 55,000 jobs. 

A High Speed 2 (HS2) and Crossrail Station 
is due to be constructed at Old Oak Common 
by 2026. The new station will be the size of 
Waterloo, handling 250,000 passengers a day 
and acting as a super hub between London 
and the rest of the UK, Europe and the world. 

The OPDC will work to maximise the regen¬ 
eration potential of the new stations. The Cor¬ 
poration has the support of Government and 
full planning powers across the entire site 
straddling the boroughs of Hammersmith & 
Fulham, Brent and Ealing. 

As well as promoting and delivering physi¬ 
cal, social, economic and environmental re¬ 
generation at Old Oak Common, the 
Corporation will also safeguard and develop 
Park Royal as a strategic industrial location 
and attract long-term investment to the area, 


including from over¬ 
seas. 

The OPDC held its 
first board meeting at 
City Hall, chaired by 
the Mayor of London 
Boris Johnson, with 
Deputy Mayor for 
Planning Sir Edward 
Lister appointed vice 
chairman. 

The OPDC will take 
on various statutory 
powers relating to in¬ 
frastructure, regenera¬ 
tion and land 
acquisitions. It will 
also charge a Commu¬ 
nity Infrastructure 
Levy (once it has in 
place the necessary 
charging schedule). 

OPDC Board members 

• Chairman - Boris Johnson, Mayor of London 

• Vice Chairman - Sir Edward Lister, Deputy 
Mayor for Planning 



FROM THE 
MAYOR'S 
OFFICE 


• Chairman of the Planning Committee - Will 
McKee - Chair of Outer London 

• Commission Cllr Muhammed Butt, Leader 
of Brent Council 

• Cllr Julian Bell, Leader of Ealing Council 

• Cllr Stephen Cowan, Leader of Hammersmith 
& Fulham Council 

• David Prout, Director General High Speed 2 
Group, Department for Transport 

• David Biggs, Managing Director, Network 
Rail 

• Sir Peter Hendy, Commissioner, Transport 
for London 

• Simon Kirby, Chief Executive, High Speed 2 

• Matthew Pencharz, Senior Advisor for Envi¬ 
ronment and Energy, Greater London Author¬ 
ity 

• Rahul Gokhale, Chair of the Park Royal 
Business Group 

• Eric Sorensen, Former Chief Executive of 
London Docklands Development Corporation 
and the Millennium Commission 

• Amanda Souter, local resident and chair of 
Wells House Road Residents Association 


• Prof Debra Humphris, Vice Provost Educa¬ 
tion at Imperial College London 

♦ The OPDC will cover the area encompass¬ 
ing the Park Royal Industrial Estate, Stone- 
bridge Park, Park Royal Cemetery (Acton 
Cemetery), the core development site at Old 
Oak, North Acton Underground Station, 
Willesden Junction underground and over¬ 
ground stations and Wormwood Scrubs Com¬ 
mon. 

♦ Wormwood Scrubs will continue to be pro¬ 
tected by its designation as Metropolitan Open 
Land and the 1879 Wormwood Scrubs Act. New 
additional public open spaces are proposed 
north of Wormwood Scrubs to contribute to 
meeting the needs and requirements for forth¬ 
coming development. 

♦ The OPDC will work closely with the three 
boroughs and all existing businesses across 
Old Oak Common and Park Royal. This will in¬ 
clude working with existing businesses to sup¬ 
port potential relocations to protect the 
businesses and jobs that are so integral to the 
London economy and the local community. 
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■ FROM PAGE ONE 

If Soho goes then there is nothing left 
in the city that will not be sold. We have 
become cheap butchers, selling hearts 
for meat.” 

Inspired by her words, Tim wrote the 
song, put a band together, recorded, 
produced and mastered the track and 
got it straight out. Now available on 
iTunes, “Hearts 4 Meat” is so catchy 
and memorable that it promises to be a 
smash for the singer who recently ap¬ 
peared as a contestant on the BBC tal¬ 
ent show “The Voice”. 

“It’s the most instant DIY experience 
that I have ever had in music,” said 
Tim. “The whole thing was done on a 
zero budget but with a fortune in good 
will for the Save Soho campaign. 

“I read Caitlin’s story on Saturday 
March 21st, wrote the song, formed a 
new band called The 100 Futures, 
recorded it at a home studio, did some 
over-dubs, Nick Southwood, the Oscar- 
nominated producer mixed it, I de¬ 
signed all the artwork and seven days 
later we got it over to iTunes. Three 
days later, last Tuesday, the single was 
released. 

“Because of the Save Soho campaign 
I’ve been very quiet on the music front 
over the past few months. I had no idea 
how doing Save Soho with the help of 
Stephen Fry and Benedict Cumber- 


batch would have such a big impact on 
my life, and my music. 

“The support for the campaign has 
blown me away and whilst I have had 
no time to do anything else, it has been 
inspiring to discover how many people 
from all over the world feel exactly as I 
do about the changes happening in our 
little village. 

“Messages of support for Save Soho 
have been appearing each week in my 
inbox by the thousands from musicians, 
film-makers, journalists, media-shakers 
and the people of Soho and London who 
don’t want this march of change. For an 
indie singer, living in a ramshackle bed¬ 
sit in the middle of Soho, it’s been some¬ 
thing of a delightful surprise. 

Struck a chord 

“But in the maelstrom of everyone 
else’s wider concerns about Soho, I’d 
forgotten about why I started Save 
Soho in the first place - my concerns 
were all about music, where were all of 
us misfits who made underground 
music going to go when our venues kept 
being shut down? 

“And then the article came out and 
struck a chord. So I got my guitar and 
struck a few more, and out came the 
song. It came like a storm that had been 
growing in the back of my mind for 
months. Sometimes a song just grabs 
you by the scruff of the neck and forces 


itself to be written.” 

Putting his music where his mouth is 
against the developers, Tim has now 
teamed up with Alan McGee to start a 
new Soho venue reserved for unplugged 
performances by upcoming artists - 
The Reservation at Blacks club at 67 
Dean Street. 

“Starting up The Reservation is all 
part of the effort to bring music back 
into Soho,” said Tim. 

“It’s predominantly artists who fear 
for what is happening to London and 
fear too for their place in it. I’m calling 
on all artists to express that fear, as it is 
only our voice that can’t be taken away. 
The more we create the more we can 
saturate London with creativity and 
then someone somewhere will finally re¬ 
alise that London needs to have special 
little places for those creations to flour¬ 
ish.” 

The Reservation will open every Sun¬ 
day from 7 pm on April 12th. Bands are 
already booked for the first three 
acoustic days. On April 12th, The Carn- 
abys and Carousels & Limousines; 

April 19th, Darling Boy and Daniel 
Duke; April 26th, The Standard Lamps 
and Leoni. 

Hearts 4 Meat is now available on 
iTunes. See the video on YouTube at Tim 
Arnold + The 100 Futures 
- “Hearts 4 Meaf\ 
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quired to undergo thorough security 
procedures. 

“This can be quite a process and 
might be, for some, unnerving. Cer¬ 
tainly, The House of Commons, be¬ 
cause of its status, is also completely 
unsuitable for a convenient, easily ac¬ 
cessed, traditional, ‘drop-in’ surgery. 

“Before travelling to Westminster one 
is first compelled to obtain an appoint¬ 
ment in order to meet with Mr Field. 
Anyone wishing to obtain an appoint¬ 
ment is required to outline their prob¬ 
lem in writing, up-front. 

“Mr Field’s current requirement for a 
written outline of a problem, up-front 
is so terribly unfair, completely in¬ 
equitable and exclusive since it com¬ 
promises those who do not have 
requisite writing skills; those for whom 
English is not their main language; 
those who are either frail or elderly, 
those with mental and physical disabil¬ 
ities and those who have simply fallen 
through the educational net. 

“We do not regard Mr Field as any¬ 
one other than a qualified and experi¬ 
enced MP but we believe that in respect 
to surgery provision he has rather let 
down his electorate. Each resident in 
his constituency should be able to eas¬ 
ily consult him and this should not de¬ 
pend on their ability to write engaging 
prose.” 

But Mr Field’s office furiously denied 
the claims. 

“We have already been tipped off that 
this group is an offshoot of the Labour 
Party, activists appearing on people’s 
doorsteps trying to undermine Mark. 
It’s dirty tricks, an attempt to mislead 
residents and journalists by giving a 
false impression of Mark,” said his 
spokesman. 

“In fact, he meets with thousands of 
constituents every year and, apart from 
this group, we have never had any let¬ 
ters from people complaining about ac¬ 
cess to Mark. 

“He lives and works in Westminster, 
he is always in Westminster. His is a 


24/7 seat, it’s not in some sleepy shire 
so he doesn’t have to split his time be¬ 
tween the Commons and his con¬ 
stituency. I would be surprised if any 
other MP sees more constituents than 
Mark because he is in his constituency 
at all times. 

“He has tried to hold surgeries with¬ 
out appointments but it just didn’t work 
as people did not turn up and he was 
left wasting his time just sitting around. 
It’s not unfair to request an appoint¬ 
ment, it’s practical and efficient - there 
is no other seat in Parliament which is 
so busy, and because he receives so 
many requests for his time an appoint¬ 
ments system guarantees that people 
who need to see him do see him, and he 
sees them every day.” 

Ordinary people 

But Mr Hayes countered: “We are in¬ 
nocent in these claims. Now he’s play¬ 
ing pretty dirty-handed but the facts are 
undeniable, his surgery is not local un¬ 
less you live right in the centre of West¬ 
minster, which very few people do, it is 
not possible to just drop in if you have 
to go through security and it is not easy 
access if you have to put your request 
in writing first. 

“We are just ordinary people, just a 
group of Pimlico residents. It’s non¬ 
sense to say this is dirty tricks. We’re 
not anti-him and we’re not calling for 
revolution.” 

Although Pimlico-based, Mr Hayes 
said the group now plans to alert voters 
in other constituencies to the Democ¬ 
racy Rejuvenated campaign for all MPs 
to hold local surgeries. 

“Whilst we also intend to extend our 
campaign to cover MPs who don’t hold 
any surgery at all, we are for the pres¬ 
ent, endeavouring to bring to people’s 
attention, especially in the Cities of 
London and Westminster constituency, 
that their idea of perfect,traditional sur¬ 
gery provision does not exist in this 
part of Westminster and that it may 
well be the case in other constituen¬ 
cies,” said Mr Hayes. 
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Jim Kay designs first 
Potter illustrated book 


THE cover for the first fully illustrated edition of 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone has been re¬ 
vealed. Former Westminster University student Jim 
Kay is the talented illustrator behind the new cover 
design which has just been released by global chil¬ 
dren’s publisher Scholastic. 

Award-winning illustrator Jim Kay completed his 
studies in Illustration and Visual Communication BA 
Honours at the University of Westminster. Jim was 
selected to be the illustrator in 2013, with author J. 
K. Rowling being personally involved in the selection 
process. 

The first fully illustrated edition of J. K. Rowling’s 
original book will be released in the UK in October. 
Over 450 million copies of the Harry Potter books 
have sold worldwide to date. Scholastic has said that 
it “plans to publish fully illustrated editions—one per 
year—of each of the seven titles”. 

Since graduating from the University of Westmin¬ 
ster, Jim has worked in the Archives of Tate Britain 


and the Royal Botanic 
Gardens at Kew. He has 
produced concept work 
for television and con¬ 
tributed to a group exhibi¬ 
tion at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in Lon¬ 
don. In 2012 he won the 
Kate Greenaway medal 
for his illustrations in 
Patrick Ness’s A Monster 
Calls. 

The Illustration and Vi¬ 
sual Communication BA Honours course at the Uni¬ 
versity of Westminster is designed to nurture and 
develop students as informed, skilled and reflective 
individuals. In this context, projects are designed to 
challenge creatively and conceptually, supporting 
both independent enquiry and the demands of client- 
led initiatives. 



Queen to attend VE Day service 


TH E Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh, accom¬ 
panied by The Prince of Wales and The Duchess 
of Cornwall and other members of the Royal 
Family, will attend the Service of Thanksgiving at 
Westminster Abbey marking the 70th anniver¬ 
sary of Victory in Europe on Sunday, May 10th. 

The service, which will be broadcast live on 
BBC1, will be attended by veterans and their fam¬ 
ilies, representatives of Allied nations and Com¬ 
monwealth countries who fought alongside 
Britain in the conflict, and senior government 
and military representatives. 

The service will be followed by a parade from 
the Abbey to Horse Guards Parade, passing the 


balcony of HM Treasury in Whitehall where Sir 
Winston Churchill made his historic appearance 
before the crowds on VE Day. 

The parade will be made up of veterans and 
serving personnel from the Royal Navy, the Army 
and the Royal Air Force, and representatives of 
civilian services. 

The service, which starts at 11 am, is part of a 
series of commemorative events for VE Day tak¬ 
ing place across the UK from May 8th-10th. At¬ 
tendance at the Abbey service is by invitation - 
though veterans aged 85 and over, and their car¬ 
ers, can apply for tickets through the Royal British 
Legion. 
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We need to take away 
the social crutch of 
benefits in all but needy 


I CAN’T agree more with the idea 
that’s being pitched, that one good 
way - and possible the only short¬ 
term method - of fighting back against 
the UK’s chronic skills shortage, is 
for companies, particularly small 
ones, to take it upon themselves to 
train their own staff. 

It’s as basic a problem as 
has ever been faced. Need a 
job doing right? Do it your¬ 
self, and in this case that 
means beg borrow or steal 
the best ingredients you can 
(like Jamie Oliver used to 
say ‘best you can get’ in his 
early Naked Chef shows) 
and do your best to make 
them into something good. 

The biggest problem with 
that approach is that a few 
good meals got cooked, but 
ultimately not enough peo¬ 
ple were trained in healthy 
eating and cooking. 

Next thing you know the Naked Chef has 
to front a government sponsored national 
school dinners campaign to improve eating 
and cooking habits at grass roots level. And 
now that’s what we need to do with job 
skills! 

Interestingly I saw a while back that 
Jamie was of the opinion that migrants are 
tougher than British workers, and appar¬ 
ently without imports his kitchens and din¬ 
ing rooms would be empty. 

He’s right of course, well sort of. 

But what he actually is saying is that peo¬ 
ple with the gumption to come from far 
away to make a better life for themselves 
are tougher than those Brits who have been 
showered with state handouts for most of 


their lives. 

For me, it’s a no brainer - a hungry man 
will always be tougher than one living off 
the fat of the land. 

There are tough Brits, plenty of us, some 
work for me, and I’m sure some work for 
Jamie. But it’s just that, as I’ve been saying 
for ages, there aren’t enough of them to do 
all the jobs that we have. 

This is why Jamie and I 
both employ foreign 
workers in our busi¬ 
nesses, and that’s why we 
love them. They are hun¬ 
gry to succeed. 

If we want to change 
this situation then we 
need a combination of 
carrot and stick, and that 
means taking away the 
social crutch of benefits 
to all but the genuinely 
needy. 

Harden them up 

It also means providing 
a nationally coordinated 
and funded apprenticeship programme to 
get businesses the workers they need for the 
sake of the future of the nation, and with a 
bit of luck that’ll harden them up a bit too. 

This is something I’ve long been calling 
for. We need a proper scheme in this coun¬ 
try where Job Seeker’s Allowance goes di¬ 
rectly to the employer, which the employer 
could then use as a salary for an apprentice. 
I am a huge fan of apprenticeships, they are 
a fantastic opportunity for school leavers 
and should be seen as a genuine alternative 
to university. 

Speaking from experience, working as an 
apprentice plumber in the freezing cold all 
day certainly helped me understand the 
meaning of a hard day’s graft. 


I am a huge fan of 
apprenticeships, 
they are a fantastic 
opportunity for 
school leavers and 
should be seen as 
a genuine 
alternative to 
university * 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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Burglaries drop by half in decade 


NEW police tactics including more cops on 
the beat have slashed the number of burgla¬ 
ries in Kensington and Chelsea to half what 
they were a decade ago. 

Figures just released by the Met show that bur¬ 
glaries of homes in the borough have fallen by 10 
per cent in the last year and by 50 per cent on 10 
years ago. 

Residents are now safer from the threat of bur¬ 
glars than those living in any neighbouring bor¬ 
ough. 

The latest figures show that there were 879 resi- 
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dential burglaries in the 12 months ending in Feb¬ 
ruary, down from 981 in the previous 12 months 
and a huge fall from the 1,769 recorded in 2004. 

Compared with burglary rates in all neighboring 
boroughs, Kensington and Chelsea is the most se¬ 
cure. 

In the period February 2014-February 2015, 
1,500 homes were burgled in Westminster, 959 in 


Lady Borwick on a 
quest for more jobs 



CONSERVATIVE candidate for Kensing¬ 
ton Victoria Borwick wants to build more 
local businesses and create more local jobs 
for residents if she is elected MP next 
month. 

Lady Borwick, the Kensington-bred candidate who 
is earning herself a new nickname - “The Lark” - for 
her early rising to get out on the streets to meet rush- 
hour voters, is putting local needs at the forefront of 
her campaign. 

She says she wants more jobs, more businesses, bet¬ 
ter schools and more care for the poor of the con¬ 
stituency. 

“My aim for education is to increase places in our 
high performing schools to create opportunities, 
tackle deprivation, reduce crime and help local com¬ 
munities to flourish,” said the Tory candidate bidding 
to replace Sir Malcolm Rifkind in Parliament. 

“Kensington is a much more diverse part of London 
than many assume and includes some of the most se¬ 
rious pockets of deprivation and disadvantage in the 
capital. 

“As well as dealing with the short-term effects of 
deprivation, it is right to give young people in the bor¬ 


ough a good start in life. As a school governor in 
North Kensington for over 15 years, my focus has 
been on early years provision. 

“In Kensington we have seen the importance of 
working with the Conservatives in Government and 
the Council, investing in high-performing schools 
such as the new Kensington Aldridge Academy, re¬ 
building Holland Park Academy and a forthcoming 
free school. More than 90 per cent of the schools in 
the borough are rated as good or outstanding and we 
are number two nationally for GCSE results”. 

Pro-local business 

Lady Borwick, who was out early with her team in 
Gloucester Road last week, added: “I am a local can¬ 
didate, I was brought up here, and as a councillor I 
have campaigned on all the issues that have mattered 
to us over the years, including the congestion charge, 
and more recently mega-basements where the sub soil 
and local housing is inappropriate. 

“I am very pro local business, as can be seen by my 
support for the Stratford Road Village shopping area, 
and I feel it is vital for Kensington to be the place for 
families to live and have the opportunity of local em¬ 
ployment, which is something that I also want to 
build on.” 


If you've got a story for the 
KENSINGTON & CHELSEA NEWS 
email 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


Hammersmith and Fulham, 1,417 in Wandsworth 
and 1,927 in Brent. 

Although courts are handing down hard penalties 
for burglars - one gang operating in West London 
last week received six-year prison sentences - the 
fall in break-ins is mainly a success for the Met’s 
416 officers in the royal borough, who have 
adopted new tactics, including increased patrols, 
to crack down on burglars. 

“Kensington and Chelsea borough police is com¬ 
mitted to driving down burglary and is working 
hard with our partners every day to prevent of¬ 
fences, arrest offenders and support victims,” said 
a spokesman for Kensington and Chelsea police. 

“As a result of key partnership work between the 
police and the local authority, residential burglary 
has decreased significantly this year within the 
borough. In the 12 months to February 2015 there 
were 879 reports of residential burglary offences, 
which is 10.4% less when compared to the same 
period last year. 

“Burglary is one of the top three community 
safety concerns of the borough’s residents. To en¬ 
sure that reports of burglary continue to fall, the 
police and the local authorities Community Safety 
Team are adopting innovative tactics to identify 
and target offenders such as target hardening and 
cocooning. 

“Target hardening is the application of physical 
or electronic security works that are recommended 
by the Community Safety Team to vulnerable 
premises that have either been burgled or repeat¬ 
edly burgled or fall within a current residential 
burglary hotspot. 

“Landlords, both private and registered, home- 
owners and tenants are contacted and crucially en¬ 
couraged to get the recommended security works 


carried out within a period of between three to six 
weeks to ensure a repeat incident does not occur. 

“Local officers are using cocooning to support 
victims and prevent offences in the surrounding 
neighbourhood, as following a burglary it is not 
uncommon that burglars will target a number of 
houses in the same street. 

“Cocooning works by encouraging residents to 
be extra vigilant and security conscious. Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams pay a home visit to victims 
and their neighbours, as soon as possible after an 
offence is reported, to give crime prevention ad¬ 
vice, gather local intelligence, whilst patrols are 
stepped up in the area. 

“In addition to cocooning local police ran a num¬ 
ber of other initiatives, including working with 
Cadogan Estates to provide crime prevention and 
target hardening advice to 400 residents. The po¬ 
lice also have carried out a number of enforcement 
operations to track down wanted offenders and ar¬ 
resting those suspected of committing burglaries. 

“The unique composition of the Royal Borough, 
with over 80% of all dwellings being flats makes 
the borough more susceptible to residential bur¬ 
glary via common door entrances. Kensington and 
Chelsea is a safe place to live but burglaries can 
be prevented - one in three burglaries is the result 
of unlocked windows and doors. 

“We remind residents to close and lock all your 
windows, even if you are only going out for a few 
minutes. Also avoid leaving valuables, house or 
car keys near windows or where they can be easily 
seen”. 

The latest police figures show that robbery in 
Kensington and Chelsea has also fallen - total rob¬ 
beries last year were 462, down from 544 of the 
year before. 
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150th market anniversary 


We’re backing Portobello 


T HE appointment of the London Weekly 
News Group, publishers of the Kensing¬ 
ton & Chelsea News, as official media 
partner for the 150th anniversary of the Porto¬ 
bello and Golborne Market was marked by a 
business breakfast at the Ground Floor public 
house on Thursday of last week. 

Representatives of the market and Portobello 
trading community were invited to the iconic 
venue which is under threat of closure, with 
many signing the petition to keep the pub - also 
celebrating its 150th anniversary - and First 
Floor restaurant, open after listening to li¬ 


censee Alex Giri (pictured right, bottom) out¬ 
line the efforts to win community asset status 
as one of the most poular social venues in the 
Portobello area. 

Guests included Mark Barr, chairman of the 
Portobello & Golborne Management Commit¬ 
tee, Sylvia Parnell, one of the driving forces be¬ 
hind the Portobello Cafe Society, and Angela 
McConville, chief Executive of the Westway 
Trust. 

The guests were welcomed by the joint man¬ 
aging directors of the London Weekly News 
Group, Karen Sheppard and Philip Evans (pic¬ 
tured right) who said how proud they were that 

lected as the official media partner to help pub- 



Portobello i£ 

I & Golborne | 

M A R K E 

Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 
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Boris bans the 
bagpipes from 
shopping areas 


BUSKING bagpipers have been told to go 
and play in the parks and not near shops, 
hotels and offices by London Mayor Boris 
Johnson. 

Pipers are being instructed to find a wide open space 
away from normal city life because of the “piercing 
sound” of the pipes. 

The move to keep pipers to away from the crowds 
are revealed in a new busking code of practice de¬ 
signed to limit “annoying” music. 

The new code comes after research has revealed that 
bagpipes can reach 122 decibels - louder than a night 
club. 

Although many visitors like the 
sounds of the pipes, one man’s 
Flowers Of The Forest is another 
man’s screech of the streets and 
the Mayor’s Office has de¬ 
vised a sound-proofing plan 
after noise complaints. 

Official guidelines for 
pipers, drummers and 
beat-boxers are outlined in 
the Mayor’s new Busk In 
London Code Of Con¬ 
duct. 

“Some sounds can be¬ 
come annoying more 
quickly,” says the code. 

“For example: repetitive 
sounds like some sorts of 
percussion or beatboxing; 
loud sounds like highly-ampli¬ 
fied guitars; hard ‘attack’ sounds 
like drums; piercing sounds like 
bagpipes. 

“If your act has these, move regularly 
or find locations with no flats, offices, shops 
or hotels.” 

Because of complaints from office staff and hotel 
guests, many busking bagpipers have taken to play on 
Westminster Bridge in recent years, from where their 
sound can still be heard for a mile. 

“The biggest cause of complaints is sound. Many 
good busking locations are surrounded by flats, shops, 
offices or hotel rooms. The people inside can’t walk 
away, so be mindful and keep your volume at a very 
reasonable level,” says the new code. 

Although the average sound level of bagpipes is 
95db, a good piper can reach levels of 122db. By 
comparison, decibel levels for a rock concert are 
120db and llOdb for a nightclub. A vacuum cleaner 
makes 70db of noise. 

“Following last year’s #BackBusking campaign, 
which was set up to investigate the problems faced by 
buskers performing around the city, the Mayor’s Busk 
in London scheme aims to make busking and street 
performance much easier in the capital and includes 
London’s first Busking Code of Conduct, a set of 
common sense rules, devised by performers, councils, 
businesses and the police,” said the Mayor’s Office. 

The Mayor said: “Busking adds to the capital’s joie 
de vivre, but in spite of its popularity, buskers have 
sometimes encountered problems when plying their 
trade. Some have even been put off. 

“Working with our partners, we are putting a scythe 
through the acres of unnecessary bureaucracy to make 
it easier to entertain on our city’s streets. We want to 
make London the busking capital of the world!” 

“Busk in London is the world’s first ever city-wide 
street performance scheme. It aims to eliminate the 
reams of red tape and myriad of confusing rules that 
discourage performers from taking to the streets to 
perform.” 

The Mayor has enlisted the help of big players in 


• By LWN reporter 
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the music industry and key agencies including the 
Metropolitan Police, Network Rail, Transport for 
London and the boroughs, to help develop a pan-Lon¬ 
don approach and make the city more busker-friendly. 

Busk in London, which is backed by founding part¬ 
ners Westminster, Network Rail, TfL and Ticketmas- 
ter, includes a ‘one-stop-shop’ website, 
www.buskinlondon.com, bringing together informa¬ 
tion previously scattered around the web, so 
that musicians and street performers can 
quickly access busking locations 
across the capital. 

A new interactive digital map 
provides a network of busking 
locations across the capital, 
and shows the boroughs 
that have adopted Lon¬ 
don’s first Busking Code 
of Conduct, a set of com¬ 
mon sense rules, devised 
by performers, councils, 
businesses and the po¬ 
lice. 

The map also displays 
the locations of busking 
schemes that are already 
established and informa¬ 
tion on how to access them 
- these include the London 
Underground, Co vent Garden 
and the Southbank. 

Increasing footfall 
The Mayor is determined to make 
it the most busker friendly city in the 
world and ensure London retains its status as one 
of the world’s greatest cities for music, creativity and 
performance,” said a GLA spokesman. 

“Music tourists contribute almost £600m to Lon¬ 
don’s economy each year and evidence shows live 
music and performance not only enhance the experi¬ 
ence of public spaces for shoppers, visitors and com¬ 
muters, they help to increase footfall and the amount 
of time people will stay in an area. 

“Through Busk in London the aim is to bring a new 
generation of performance into London’s public 
spaces, benefiting tourists, commuters and businesses, 
and providing artists with access to new audiences, 
technology and income streams”. 

As well as Busk in London, the Mayor has also 
launched this year’s Gigs competition, the city’s an¬ 
nual search for the capital’s most talented young mu¬ 
sicians. Aimed at 11-25 year-olds, it gives aspiring 
artists the opportunity to hone their skills and gain 
valuable experience performing in front of the public 
- last year it was seen by an estimated 1.8 million peo¬ 
ple - and, if successful perform at the Grand Final at 
Westfield Stratford City in September. 

Gigs also offers the chance to win prizes to help 
young musicians develop their career. They include a 
much sought after licence to busk on the Tube; a busk¬ 
ing trip to Paris; a bespoke music college course; 
recording sessions at a professional studio; and coach¬ 
ing from chart-topping songwriters. The competition 
is open now. More information about how to enter is 
available at www.london.gov.uk/gigs. 

The Mayor is also backing the first ever National 
Busking Day on July 18 th . London will be joined by 
other UK cities in hosting a festival of busking, where 
performers will be given the chance to perform in 
iconic locations across the country. Trafalgar Square 
will be at the heart of the national celebrations. 
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Mary Berry to open London Book Fair 


IT’S the Great British Book Off - national 
treasure Mary Berry is to officially open 
The London Book Fair when it moves to its 
new Kensington home at Olympia next 
week. 

The TV baking queen, whose books 
have sold over six million copies 
worldwide, will be guest of honour 
at the opening ceremony on Tues¬ 
day. 

Mary’s publishing career has 
spanned 45 years, with over 80 
books to her name, translated into 
over 10 languages. 

In 2013 her publishers celebrated 
selling the millionth copy of her 
bestselling Mary Berry’s Complete 
Cookbook, which was sold across 89 
countries including UK, USA, Canada, Aus¬ 
tralia, New Zealand, India, France, Norway, Slove¬ 
nia, Finland, Croatia, Czech and Slovak Republics, 



• By LWN reporter GEOFF BAKER 
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Poland, Latvia, Russia, Lithuania and Brazil. 

“I am thrilled to be invited to The London 
Book Fair as a guest of honour,” said 
Mary. 

“I’m very much looking forward 
to opening this important event. 
Having been involved in the book 
industry for over 45 years, I’m 
looking forward to seeing the new 
ideas and publications on display 
at this year’s fair.” 

Absolute delight 
Jacks Thomas, director of the Lon¬ 
don Book Fair, said: “What better way 
to celebrate The London Book Fair’s move 
to a much-loved and world-renowned new 
home than to have this 44th book fair opened by one 
of Britain’s most esteemed authors; the Mary Berry 


brand extends way beyond both books and Britain. It 
is an absolute delight and honour to welcome Mary to 
the book fair. ” 

Mary Berry is a judge on the BAFTA award winning 
The Great British Bake Off series for BBC1. She pre¬ 
sented the TV series Mary Berry Cooks and the ac¬ 
companying book was the bestselling cookbook of 
2014. Her most recent book is Mary Berry’s Absolute 
Favourites. Mary Berry Cooks the Perfect was pub¬ 
lished in the UK last September. Mary is published by 
Dorling Kindersley internationally and BBC Books at 
Penguin Random House in the UK. Penguin published 


Mary’s memoir in 2013. 

Mary’s appearance will be part of LBF’s glittering 
opening ceremony, which will see some of the most 
influential figures in world publishing gather to mark 
the opening of the 44th London Book Fair, which sees 
the publishing industry and a creative industries gather 
in the world’s premier publishing and capital, to ex¬ 
plore innovations shaping the publishing world of the 
future. 

The fair will take place in the new £20-million-ren- 
ovated London Olympia conference centre from April 
Nth-16th. 


Time to apply for a small grant 


THE Royal Borough of Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea’s Small Grants 
Fund is available for voluntary 
and community organisations 
working within the borough which 
have charitable objectives. 

Organisations must meet the eli¬ 
gibility and grant criteria and have 
at least one of the following prior¬ 
ities: 

# information and advice 

# community engagement 

# infrastructure and capacity 
building 

The fund offeres grants twice a 


year, in April and October, with a 
total £15,000 available each time. 
Funding will be allocated on a first 
come, first serve basis, and these 
applications will be reviewed in 
the three weeks. 

Previous smalls grants have 
been awarded for: 

• projects for youth peer-to-peer 
mentoring and training on em¬ 
ployment issues 

• the provision of some costs for 
community events, including mar¬ 
keting materials 

• essential computer equipment/ 


technology, or for rental of such 
equipment for initiatives such as 
teaching children Computer Sci¬ 
ence, Maths and English 

# training for volunteers and vol¬ 
unteer expenses 

# small scale improvements to fa¬ 
cilities, refurbishment and repairs 
of buildings and spaces 

For further information, includ¬ 
ing the criteria, and details of how 
to a Pply go to 
www.rbkc.gov.uk/voluntaryand- 
partnerships/voluntaryandcommu- 
nity/funding/smallgrantsfund.aspx 


SUPPORT YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS OR 
COLLEAGUES WITH A MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 

LONDON MARATHON 2015 



Place your message in both the Mercury 
Series and London Weekly News papers for 

COn DEADLINE 

fcU Wine VAT 

Friday 17th April at 3pm 

Contact Garry on 020 8768 4926 
or garry.cole@slp.co.uk 


Good Luck to 

STUART FOX 

who is running his 
first marathon! 

In aid of 

CANCER 

RESEARCH 

Good Luck from all 
of your friends and 
family 


See our Special Marathon Features 
in Mercury Series (22nd April) and 
London Weekly News (23rd April) 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Plenty to boost our morale 
in the Royal Borough schools 

Sometimes things really do get better, writes Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, Leader of Kensington and Chelsea 


L IKE many a conservative, I can 
be prone to occasional bouts of 
pessimism but luckily there 
are few places better for shaking 
those off than the helm of Kensington 
and Chelsea Council. 

From there one gets to see such a lot 
that is positive and when it comes to 
morale-boosting en- 

Here's another stat I find 
particularly uplifting. 
Pupils who receive free 
school meals in 
Kensington and Chelsea 
do better in their GCSE 
exams than pupils who 
receive free meals in 
any other local 


authority in the countr 


deavour one area doing 
particularly well just 
lately is our education 
service. 

Last week, for exam¬ 
ple, the Cabinet gave 
the green light to a 
major extension and re¬ 
furbishment of Colville 
Primary School so that 
it can become two-form 
entry and so that it can 
keep thriving. 

We are also hoping for 
planning permission to expand and ren¬ 
ovate Fox Primary which is one of the 
best performing primaries in the entire 
country. 

In addition, we are currently planning 
a new Barlby Primary to replace the cur¬ 
rent building which is tired and ineffi¬ 
cient. Alongside it we want to build a 
fantastic new school for young people 
with special education needs. We are 
also working on plans for a brand new 
Marlborough Primary. 

And if all that wasn’t enough, we have 
recently rebuilt Middle Row Primary, 
now known as the Ark Brunei Academy 
and last year we opened the new Kens¬ 


ington Aldridge Academy, having com¬ 
pleted the rebuild of Holland Park School 
the year before that. But it’s not all 
about bricks and mortar. 

Students from Royal Borough schools 
have the best GCSE results in the coun¬ 
try with 74 per cent achieving five or 
more GCSEs at Grades A* to C including 
English and maths, well above the na¬ 
tional average of 53 per 
cent and also above the 
inner London average of 
60 per cent. 

Our results at key 
stage two (11-year-olds) 
are also pretty impres¬ 
sive with 85 per cent of 
children in our schools 
achieving the expected 
Level 4+ in reading, 
writing and maths, 


y again well above the na¬ 
tional average. 

And here’s another stat I find particu¬ 
larly uplifting. Pupils who receive free 
school meals in Kensington and Chelsea 
do better in their GCSE exams than 
pupils who receive free meals in any 
other local authority in the country ac¬ 
cording to figures from the think tank 
Demos. The attainment gap, as it is 
known, measures the contrasting per¬ 
formance in GCSE exam results between 
children on free school meals and those 
who pay. In Kensington and Chelsea the 
attainment gap is just four per cent while 
nationally the gap is 27 per cent. 

As someone once said, “sometimes, 
things don’t go, after all, from bad to 
worse.” 


KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Celebrating 150 years of Portobello and Golborne Market 


Literary tour of bygone days 




T O commemorate 150 years of Porto¬ 
bello Market, Book & Kitchen and 
the Colville Community History 
Project are presenting a literary guided tour 
by Tom Vague, featuring Chesterton, Or¬ 
well, Dickens, Amis, etc, with accompany¬ 
ing map brochure, film and a dedicated 
Portobello Literary website. 

The tour from Notting Hill Gate to All Saints Road 
will take place from 2 to 4pm on Fridays and Sundays 
on May 15th, 17th, 22nd, 24th and June 19th, 21st, 
26th and 28th. For further information and to book a 
place contact: info@bookandkitchen.com 

www.bookandkitchen.com, 31 All Saints Road Wll 
1HE. 

In 1865, as Portobello Market was established in the 
newly built area north of Notting Hill Gate, ‘The Not¬ 
ting Hill Mystery’ by Charles Warren Adams, ‘the first 
detective novel’, was published. The area subse¬ 
quently featured in three of Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
Sherlock Holmes mysteries; most famously in ‘The 
Hound of the 
Baskervilles’ Sel- 
don is ‘the Notting 
Hill murderer’. 

The local literary 
classic, ‘The 
Napoleon of Not¬ 
ting Hill’ by GK 
Chesterton from 
1904, revolves 
around the old 
Campden Hill wa¬ 
terworks tower to 
the south of Not¬ 
ting Hill Gate. In 
the HG Wells fu¬ 
turology spoof, 
after people lose 
interest in politics 
the joker Auberon 
Quin is randomly 
selected to be the 
king. Whereupon he de¬ 
crees that the London bor¬ 
oughs become free city 
states, ruled by provosts 
who have to wear me¬ 
dieval-style robes. Adam 
Wayne, the Lord High 
Provost of Notting Hill, 
takes Auberon seriously 
and fights to save the fic¬ 
tional Pump Street from 
demolition to make way 
for a ‘corridor of trade’. 

The Edwardian Camp¬ 
den Hill literary scene also 
featured Ford Madox 
Ford, Violet Hunt, Wynd- 
ham Lewis, Ezra Pound, 

Joseph Conrad and the 
‘Forsyte Saga’ author John 
Galsworthy. The office of Ford’s journal ‘The 
English Review’ was at 84 Holland Park Av¬ 
enue. After World War 1 he wrote 'Parade's 
End' at 20 Campden Hill Gardens, while 
Siegfried Sassoon worked on his 'Memoirs of 
a Foxhunting Man/an Infantry Officer' at 23 
Campden Hill Square. In the 30s James Joyce 
lived at 28 Campden Grove. 

During World War 2 Graham Greene’s 
'Ministry of Fear' featured a 5th Columnist 
seance scene on Campden Hill, and Vere 
Hodgson wrote her war diaries ‘Few Eggs 
and No Oranges’ at 56 Ladbroke Road. Not¬ 
ting Hill Gate is Wyndham Lewis’s post-war 
‘Rotting Hill’ and Monica Dickens’s early 
60s ‘Heart of London’. Lewis wrote the ‘Rot¬ 
ting Hill’ short stories at and about 29a Kens¬ 
ington Gardens Studios, along the old High 
Street demolished in the late 50s. 

In Chesterton’s ‘Napoleon of Notting Hill’ 
after a battle on Portobello Road, Notting Hill 
wins the war but is changed for the worse and 
loses the final battle to the rest of London. 


.150 


ft Literary Walk 
1865 - 2015 


The literary tour star attraction is 
number 22, the George Orwell 
blue plaque house, where he set 
out from to go ‘Down and Out 
in Paris and London’ in the 
winter of 1927/28. Orwell’s 
landlady is said to have 
had aspidistra flying mid¬ 
dle class pretensions, and 
there’s a theory that the Sun 
In Splendour influenced his 
pub utopia article, ‘The Moon 
Under Water’. 

Going down the lane from the Or¬ 
well house, through the Chesterton battle 
scene, we come to the Dickens house, 52 Chep¬ 
stow Villas: the home of Charles’s grandson 
Henry and his novelist daughter Monica, who 
wrote almost as many books as her great-grand¬ 
father. Her alderman father is immortalised in 
Notting Dale’s Henry Dickens Court estate, the 
blocks of which are named after Charles Dickens’ 
characters. Charles is believed to have appeared 
at the Victoria Hall Bijou Theatre, now the 20th 
Century Theatre, on the corner of Westbourne 
Grove. 

In the 1950s ‘The Outsider in Literature’ author 
Colin Wilson lived on Chepstow Villas, 
with other ‘angry young men’ and the 
local beat girl Laura del Rivo, the au¬ 
thor of ‘The Furnished Room’, which 
became the film ‘West Eleven’. After 
Wyndham Lewis, the literary pub scene 
moved north down Portobello into the 
antiques market and Henekey’s, the 
Earl of Lonsdale on Westbourne Grove; 
the local of beatnik existentialists and 
kitchen-sink playwrights. 

The 1971 Disney film ‘Bedknobs and 
Broomsticks’, featuring a Portobello 
scene set in 1940, was adapted from 
‘The Magic Bedknob or How to be¬ 
come a Witch in 10 Easy Lessons’ and 
‘Bonfires and Broomsticks’ by Mary 
Norton. Angela Lansbury and her evac¬ 
uee charges search the market for a 
magic book and encounter the Book¬ 
man. In Muriel Spark’s ‘The Portobello 
Road’ short story 
from 1958 a mur¬ 
der victim haunts 
her killer in the an¬ 
tiques market. Then 
there’s ‘La Dame 
de Portobello 
Road’ by J Carter, 
Prue Carmichael’s 
‘Portobello Blues’ 
West Indian market 
trader story, and 
Ruth Rendell’s 
‘Portobello’ thriller. 

In the 70s the lit¬ 
erary pub crawl 
went further north 
to Finch’s, the 
Duke of Wellington 
on the corner of 
Elgin Crescent; fa¬ 
mous haunt of the 
Hawkwind associ- 
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ate sci-fantasy au¬ 
thor Michael 

Moorcock and 
Germaine 
Greer. Moor¬ 
cock often fea¬ 
tured the area 
in his Jerry 
Cornelius time 
travel series in¬ 
volving Hawk- 
wind, Jimi 
Hendrix and the 
Sex Pistols. 

Amongst the earliest 
West Indian settlers in the Colville 
area around Powis Square was Sam 
Selvon, the author of ‘The Lonely 
Londoners’. In 1963, the year of 
the Profumo affair and Rachman slum revelations 


Laura del Rivo’s ‘The Furnished Room’ novel was 
adapted as the film ‘West Eleven’ by Michael Winner, 
partly set on Colville Terrace. Life in the Rachman 
slum is vividly portrayed in ‘Jungle West 11’ by Ma- 
jbritt Morrison and ‘Windrush’ by Mike Phillips. 

The First Floor bar restaurant at 186 Portobello 
Road was formerly the Colville Hotel Irish/West In¬ 
dian pub, frequented by Colin Maclnnes. This is the 
heart of his ‘Little Napoli’ literary dystopia where the 
final scenes of ‘Absolute Beginners’ take place at the 
end of the 1958 race riots. Echoing Chesterton’s battle 
of Portobello Road, Totobag’s Caribbean cafe at 9 
Blenheim Crescent was turned into a fortress from 
which rioters were repelled. A few 
doors along the Notting Hill 
Bookshop, formerly the 
Travel Bookshop, now ri¬ 
vals Buckingham Palace as 
London’s top tourist attrac¬ 
tion. 

The recently filmed ‘Lon¬ 
don Fields’ novel by Martin 
Amis from 1989 features the 
Black Cross pub, modelled on 
the Golden Cross at 240 Por¬ 
tobello Road on the corner of 
Lancaster Road; which duly 
became the Market Bar, ‘the 
first of London’s new Bo¬ 
hemian bars.’ At the time of the 
‘Notting Hill’ film shoot in 
1998, the ‘American Psycho’ 
author Bret Easton Ellis’s super¬ 
model terrorist novel ‘Glam- 
orama’ also featured ‘A street in 
Notting Hill’ film scene. 


Thursday 9 & Friday lO April, 

12.30pm & 2.30pm | 

The Boy Who 
Bit Picasso 

Ages + 

( M 

EASTER _ W 
SPECIAL^* 

',1SS I 

n * nPDTPOPn BookOnlinedeptfordlounge.org.uk 
• LOUNGE Bookings 020 8692 4446 


9 Giffin St, Deptford. London SE8 4RJ 


Wednesday 22 - Sunday 26 April 

(check our website for performance times) 

Emergency Story 
Penguin 

Ages 5+ 


Book Online thealbany.org.uk 
Bookings 020 8692 4446 

Douglas Way, Deptford, SE8 4AG 
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Foundation unites young people of all faiths 


Football bringing community cohesion 



■ THIS PROJECT SHOULD GO NATIONAL: Southall MP Virendra Sharma 
(second left) meets members of TUFF FC. 


A KENSINGTON and Chelsea 
charitable foundation, The Unity of 
Faiths Foundation (TUFF) is pro¬ 
viding football for under privileged 
children around London. 

The foundation has started TUFF FC, a 
football project to support young people- 
from different religious and cultural 
backgrounds, most from low income 
families. 

This is achieved by training them on a 
weekly basis, coaching them to be better 
footballers all the while encouraging re¬ 
spect, discipline and teamwork. 

“TUFF started this incentive in August 
2014 with 15 youths who played football 
in dangerous concrete cages and who 
now, not only play on 3G astro turf, but 
are also a part of a Wednesday league,” 
said Dr Shamender Talwar one of the 
founders of the foundation. 

Positive opportunities 

“Hundreds of youths from all over West 
London are being trained, supported and 
encouraged to focus on positive opportu¬ 
nities, lessening the chance of them being 
on the streets and all that it involves", 
said Dr Talwar. 

TUFF FC now has a group of very tal¬ 
ented, enthusiastic young footballers 
aged 18 and under who are happy to be 
part of a multicultural football team. 

"We train them every Saturday and 
Sunday at Spikes Bridge Park, on Astro 
3G pitches in Southall, from midday to 
2pm, said Anna Prior a resident of Kens¬ 


ington and another of the founders. 

“This training has transformed their 
lives, giving them confidence, direction, 
discipline, mutual respect and unity 
through the opportunity our project has 
provided. 

“They work very hard to make their 
lives more positive through this football 
initiative and in return help the West Lon¬ 
don community by being more respon¬ 
sive and responsible young community 
members." 

Recently the local MP for Southall, 
Virendra Sharma, visited the team and 
presented them all with medals of appre¬ 
ciation. 


"Since its start many youths of all faith 
groups are now respecting and beginning 
to work with each other and it is with this 
in mind, the community can begin to 
flourish, he said. 

“There is a need for this football project 
to go national." 

• The Unity of Faiths Foundation 
(TUFF) is a non-profit, secular organisa¬ 
tion that recognises the importance of 
intra-community dialogue, acceptance 
and respect, as the bedrock of social co¬ 
hesion and understanding. In 2012 the 
foundation was acknowledged by HM 
the Queen and has many key supporters. 



■ WORKING TOGETHER: Members of TUFF FC with MP Virendra Sharma 
(centre) 



Battersea Park 

Children's Zoo 
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From cheeky monkeys • M 

to leaping lemurs, noisy m. m 

otters to snuffling coatis, M 

who will you come face - 

to face with? '~RUV 2 tickets 

i Get anothet 
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V\sft Tab 090 7Q9A I Battersea Park, Chelsea Bri 
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www.batterseaparkzoo.co.uk 


Battersea Park, Chelsea Bridge Gate 
Battersea London SW 114 NJ 


we’re passionate about wildlife 



FANTASTIC OFFER FOR SPRING 

CENTRAL LONDON GOLL CENTRE 

PARTIES, WEDDINGS & 
RECEPTIONS 




Central London Golf Centre, with delightful views i ^ I 

across the golf course is the ideal venue to hire | — 

for parties, weddings and receptions. Our function 
suite hosts up to 300 guests. 

We also cater for funeral receptions. _ c | 

CLGC, Burntwood Lane, Wandsworth, London SWI7 OAT 
020 8871 2468 • www.clgc.co.uk • info@clgc.co.uk 
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ADVETISEMENT FEATURE 

Zhelaniy - an awe inspiring new show 
from the 'Worlds, most famous circus' 

- A place where wishes become reality. 


The Moscow State Circus returns to the UK with its latest & greatest production to date, 'Zhelaniy', 
it is based on the Russian folklore story of Cvetik-Semicvetik, or "the flower with seven colors," by 
Benjamin Losin where each of the flower petals represent a wish and is the perfect back drop for 
what is undoubtedly the greatest and most famous circus on earth. 

Wizard Wako & his crazy side kick Natalia Mezentceva invite the audience to a wondrous & 
mysterious enchanted garden, a place where dreams come true and a place to see magnificent 
feats of human achievement, the like of which have never been witnessed in Great Britain before. 


As our Loveable Buffoons guide us through this tantalising tale, 
granting wishes to the beautiful Kushka Veslovskiy who plays 
Zhenya, surrounded by a multitude of flying, back flipping, 
juggling, wire walking & roller-skating performers. 

This years show features: 

The award winning RUBAN 13 people springboard troupe 
STYNKA on the horizontal bouncing Russian bar 
VESLOVSKIY roller-skating revolutions 
ELIZA KHACHUTRYAN Ballerina on the High wire in the roof of the big top 
TRIO ATLAS on the floating globes 
OLGA ROZHKOVSKAYA devastating low wirewalker 
TATIANA OZHIGANOVA Beautiful daredevil Ariel diva's. 




SHEPHERD'S BUSH 
SHEPHERD'S BUSH GREEN 
W12 8TT 

Box Office 0203 375 3970 


Don't miss this amazing show, created especially 

for its first ever-European tour, all housed in a state of the 

art air-conditioned big top. 



A great NEW production from the world’s most famous circus! 


Buy 2 full price adult tickets for the price of 1. 
To redeem call the box-office on 02033753970 
and quote the promotional code JUGGLER. 

Offer not valid in conjunction with any other discount 
or against tickets already purchased 




SHEPHERD’S BUSH GREEN 

15 DAYS • EASTER HOLIDAY SPECIAL W128TT 

FRI3 to SUN 19 APRIL 


CLIMATE CONTROLLED LUXURY THEATRE BIG TOP 
FULLY LICENSED BAR 


ticketmaster 0844 856 5555 ticketmaster.co.uk 

moscowstatecircus.com 


3rd to 19th April 


Friday 

2pm & 5pm 

Saturday 

3pm & 6pm 

Sunday 

2pm & 5pm 

Monday 

2pm & 5pm 

Tuesday 

3pm & 8pm 

Wednesday 

3pm & 8pm 

Thursday 

3pm & 8pm 

Friday 

3pm & 8pm 

Saturday 

3pm & 6pm 

Sunday 

2pm & 5pm 

Monday 

No Performances 

Tuesday 

No Performances 

Wednesday 

3pm & 8pm 

Thursday 

3pm & 8pm 

Friday 

3pm & 8pm 

Saturday 

3pm & 6pm 

Sunday 

2pm & 5pm 


Ticketmaster 
0844 856 5555 
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London 
EC2M 4AE 
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The Queen’s own shop is 
supporting Royal Trust <m> 

■*•■■■ ° ** ROYAL 

Increasing sales mean more money for ‘conservation, research, education and exhibitions’ SPECIAL 


By Geoff Baker 

W ATCH out Marks & Spencer - 
the tills are ringing at The 
Queen’s very own corner shop at 
Buckingham Palace, with sales of more 
than £4 million a year. 

The Queen’s Gallery Shop, one of a chain of six 
stores run by royal family in the UK, has become 
a booming business with turnover at all stores 
now totalling £17.5 milli on. 

Her Majesty’s own answer to Harrods and Fort- 
num & Mason has become the place to spend for 
shoppers who find other 
stores just aren’t exclu¬ 
sive enough. The most 
recent figures reveal 
that the Palace shop 
took £4,161,000 over 
the counter as record 
crowds of 2.5 million 
visited during the sum¬ 
mer. 

Other shops in the 
Royal Collection Trust 
chain did well too - £3.7 
milli on sales at Windsor 
Castle, £3.4 million at 
The Queen’s Gallery, 
£1.3 million at the 
Royal Mews, £1 million 
at the Palace of Holyroodhouse and £47,000 at 
Clarence House. 

The £17.5 million sales are a marked increase 
on the £9.3 million of 2009-10. 

The five-year high is largely due to visitors who 
want to go home and have tea from the same 

TURN to page 14 


The Royal 
Collection Trust is 
a British charitable 
body established 
in 1993 by the 
Queen under the 
chairmanship of 
Prince Charles to 
care for the Royal 
Collection 
and manage the 
public opening of 
the official 
residences of 
The Queen. 




■ HM THE QUEEN pictured this week - the last three seasons at Buckingham Palace have 
been the best-attended in the 21 years since the State Rooms were first opened to the 
public. Left, The Queen's Gallery at Buckingham Palace. Photo REX 
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Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 
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Commemorative china is at the heart of the retail business 


Increase in 

FROM page 13 

china as the royal family. 

“We have strong performance across all sites 
and trading channels, with 95 per cent of products 
remaining exclusive to Royal Collection Trust and 
price bands suitable for all pockets,” said a trust 
spokesman. 

“Commemorative china, produced for Royal 
Collection Trust in Stoke-on-Trent, continues to 
be at the heart of the retail business. The produc¬ 
tion process is technically complex and highly 
skilled, using techniques that have remained un¬ 
changed for more than two centuries. 

“Among new china ranges was the official com¬ 
memorative ware to celebrate the birth of HRH 
Prince George, which included the popular loving 
cup and pillbox shapes and several limited edition 
pieces. 

“All Royal Collection Trust’s designers draw on 
the rich heritage of the Royal Collection and 
palaces. The new Victoria and Albert range, 
launched in January 2014, is inspired by a plate 
produced by the Worcester Porcelain Company in 
1840-45 on display at Windsor Castle.” 

But clearly The Queen is not pocketing the cash 
to put on the favourite in the 3.20 at Royal Ascot. 
As Prince Charles, chairman of the Trust, ex¬ 
plains, the more success the Royal Collection en¬ 
joys, the better for national heritage. 

“Enshrined in The Trust’s activities is the con¬ 
cept of the ‘virtuous circle’,” says Prince Charles. 

“[That means] the more people who visit and 
enjoy the palaces and galleries, the greater The 
Trust’s resources for conservation, research, edu¬ 
cation and exhibitions. 

“The last three seasons at Buckingham Palace 
have been the best-attended in the 21 years since 
the State Rooms were first opened to the public. 



QUEEN Victoria tin GEORGE III honeypot 
plate £5.95 £395 


OOP SAVE THE QUEEN 




CUSHION £40 


BUCKINGHAM 
Palace Lavender 

CHOCOLATE cup and saucer £295 Handwash £8.95 


Royal 


sales for the 


Collection Trust 


The Trust has therefore been in a strong position 
to embark on major investments in improving 
still further the experience of visiting both 
Windsor Castle and the Palace of Holy- 
roodhouse over the next few years.” 

Online sales have especially in¬ 
creased and it is at www.royalcollec- 
tionshop.co.uk that many people are 
now shopping for a God Save The 
Queen cushion [£40], a Buck¬ 
ingham Palace bathrobe(£95), 

Buckingham Place lavender 
hand-wash (£8.95), Queen 
Victoria tin plate (£5.95), 

Windsor Castle glass tumbler 
(£12.95) and scores of other 
exclusive items. 

For admirers of fine china, 
the range is rather up-mar¬ 
ket - £49 for a Queen Victo¬ 
ria teacup and saucer (so the 
best part of £300 for a tea 
party), £149 for a limited- 
edition Waterloo at Windsor 
ash tray, £125 for a Georgian 
teapot, £295 for a chocolate 
cup and saucer, £395 for a 
George III honeypot and £995 
for a limited-edition William IV 
dish. 

If they ever have a Harrods-style 
sale, the crowds will be chaos. 


■ THE Royal Collection charitable 
trust is chaired by Prince Charles to 
manage the Royal Collection and the 
public opening of the Queen's official 
residences 




■ A QUEEN Victoria teacup and saucer retails at £49 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 7TH 

KICK-OFF 7.45PM 

Addicks Gold: 

Adults £35, £32, £28, £24, £19 
Conc/U21 £26, £24, £19, £17, £15 


SATURDAY, APRIL 18th 

KICK-OFF 3PM 

Addicks Gold: 

Adults £35, £32, £28, £24, £19 
Conc/U21 £26, £24, £19, £17, £15 


SATURDAY, MAY 2nd 

KICK-OFF 12.15PM 

Addicks Silver: 

Adults £31, £28, £24, £20, £15 
Conc/U21 £22, £20, £16, £14, £11 


FULL details of future and recent events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many members of The 
Royal Family are available from the official web¬ 
site www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London 
schedule for the week ahead for Where To See A 
Royal. 


3 WAYS TO BUY: 

-WWW.CAFC.CO.UK -0333014 44 44* 

- DY VISITING THE VALLEY TICKET OFFICE, FLOYD ROAD, SE7 BBL 


• Monday, April 13th 

The Princess Royal, as President of The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Commonwealth Study Conferences, 
will hold the Conference Leaders’ opening recep¬ 
tion at St James’s Palace. 

The Duke of Kent, as President of The Duke’s of 
Edinburgh’s Commonwealth Study Conferences 
UK Fund, will attend a reception at St James’s 


Palace to mark the opening of the 2015 Common¬ 
wealth Studies Conference. 

• Tuesday, April 14th 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of the Gordon- 
stoun Plus Campaign, will hold a dinner at St 
James’s Palace. 

The Duke of Gloucester, as President of British 
Expertise, will present the British Expertise Inter¬ 
national Awards at the Royal Garden Hotel, Kens¬ 
ington W8. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, as Colonel-in-Chief 
of the Royal Canadian Dental Corps, will present 
a new banner at Canada House, Trafalgar Square. 
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Duke and Duchess visit projects for young people 


Royal couple visit centre dedicated 
to the memory of Stephen Lawrence 


Stephen Lawrence 
Charitable Trust 

THE Stephen Lawrence Charitable 
Trust was set up in 1998 by 
Stephen's mother, Doreen, Baroness 
Lawrence of Clarendon OBE. 

She wanted to ensure that future 
generations of young people would 
enjoy the opportunities that were 
denied to Stephen by his senseless 
murder. 

The centre is a place for commu¬ 
nity learning and social research, in¬ 
spiring and motivating young 
people. 

The vision of the trust is to support 
young people to transform their 
lives by overcoming disadvantage 
and discrimination and choosing 
ambitious careers as professionals; 

They also aim to continue to cam¬ 
paign for fairness and justice, ensur¬ 
ing the lessons from Stephen's 
murder are acted on. 




■ THE Duke and Duchess of Cambridge join Baroness Doreen Lawrence of Clarendon for a tour of 
the centre dedicated to the memory of her son Stephen who was murdered in 1993 


T HE Duchess of Cambridge joined 
her husband Prince William last 
week for what could be her last offi¬ 
cial public engagement before the birth of 
their second child 

The Duke and Duchess toured the Stephen 
Lawrence Centre in Deptford before visiting Gipsy 
Hill and Sydenham. 

They began their day by joining Baroness Doreen 
Lawrence of Clarendon at the Stephen Lawrence 
Centre in Brookmill Road, named after her son 
Stephen, who was fatally stabbed near a bus stop 
in Eltham, in April 1993. 

During their visit they met staff and volunteers be¬ 
fore touring the Harris Academy law workshop in 
the centre’s lecture room and then being shown a 
display of some of Stephen Lawrence’s architec¬ 
tural work. 

After Deptford they went to Christ Church in 
Gypsy Hill to see a performance by young people 
from the urban charity XLP arts project. 

The royal couple then spent time talking with the 
young people at XLP’s community bus project on 
the Hazel Grove Estate in Sydenham about the is¬ 
sues that most affect their daily lives. 

XLP operates in seven London boroughs to help 
empower young people from deprived inner city 
estates to realise their potential. 

Many of the people it seeks to help are coping with 
family breakdown, unemployment, gang life and 
educational failure 



■ ROYAL CHEERS: An ecstatic crowd as the Duke and Duchess arrive for their visit to the 
XLP 



■ BUSSING IT: On the top deck of the XLP mobile recording studio on the Hazel Grove Estate, 
Sydenham 


We want to hear 
from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in 
London that we want to hear about. 

There's a brilliant community spirtit in Central 
and West London. If you help to run a local 
organisation make sure your events are 
featured in our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) 
to:- 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 
Kensington & Chelsea News 
Westminster & Pimlico News 
Fulham Chronicle 
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Dying young makes icons of idols 



In the first of an occasional series the London Weekly News is taking and look at 
the lives and work of some great London names.This week we are focussing 
on the late fashion designer Alexander McQueen, whose retrospective 
Savage Beauty is currently on show at the V&A. 


Alexander McQueen 


T HEY have a black comedy 
saying in the music industry, 
“death is great for business”. 

It proved true for the record sales of 
Michael Jackson and John Lennon, just 
as it did for the movies of James Dean 
and Marilyn Monroe; death, especially 
tragic early death, makes icons of idols. 

Now Alexander McQueen, the work¬ 
ing class rule-breaker who became 
London’s greatest fashion designer, is 
joining the select set of lost heroes who 
have achieved the status of legend in 
dying young. 

Designer of the year 

Although McQueen had already been 
four-times British designer of the year, 
a CBE and head of his own Gucci- 
backed label by the time of his death in 
2010 at just 41, the great acclaim and 
reverence which he received in his life¬ 
time is little compared to the Mc- 
Queenmania which is going on now. 

Books about the couturier who was 
born in a South London council flat 
have become best-sellers, at least one 
movie of his life is in production, and 
a West End play about him opens in 
June. 

And then there is the sensation that 
the McQueen tribute exhibition, Sav¬ 
age Beauty, has become the rave of the 
capital at The V&A. Before it opened 
just a few weeks ago, the McQueen ex¬ 
hibition had broken all records at the 
museum with more than 80,000 ad¬ 
vance orders for tickets to the hottest 
show in town. 

Stars studded the opening night, with 
the Beckhams, Kate Moss, Colin Firth, 
Princess Beatrice, Jade Jagger and 
Naomi Campbell attending the show 
which runs until August and is set to 
break the box office of 661,000 who 
flocked to the exhibition at the Metro¬ 
politan Museum in New York. 

Born on 17 March 1969 in 
Lewisham, to a Scottish taxi driver fa¬ 
ther and a science teacher mother, Mc¬ 
Queen was the youngest of six 
children. He attended Carpenters Road 
Primary School, started making dresses 
for his three sisters at a young age, and 
announced early on his intention to be¬ 
come a fashion designer. 

Apprenticeship 

McQueen attended Rokeby second¬ 
ary school in Canning Town and left 
aged 16 in with one O-level in art. He 
served an apprenticeship in tailoring in 
Savile Row before joining Gieves & 
Hawkes and the theatrical costumiers 
Angels and Bermans. The skills he 
learned as an apprentice on Savile Row, 
where he made suits for Prince Charles 
and Mikhail Gorbachev, helped earn 
him a reputation in the fashion world 
as an expert in creating an impeccably 
tailored look that made McQueen, the 
posterboy of Cool Britannia, a global 
brand. 

Like other working-class heroes be¬ 
fore him McQueen suffered early days 
from the snobs who did not take to his 
accent. 

But, as he told i-D magazine in 2002, 


■ THE MAN HIMSELF: Alexander McQueen in his studio 


By Geoff Baker 


there is more to genius than the way it 
talks. 

“You have to tell the difference be¬ 
tween the way that I talk and what I'm 
actually saying,” he said. 

“None of my companies has ever 
gone bust, I employ 50 people, 
turnover is massive. You don't get to do 
that by being a twot, that takes an intel¬ 
ligent person. Some of the most bril¬ 
liant artists in the world didn't talk posh 
and didn't fit in. But a Van Gogh goes 
for £30m now. It comes down to what's 
inside.” 

Although his shows shocked much of 
the mainstream, like that other once- 
distained “oik” Mick Jagger, it was 
McQueen’s ability to prick pomposity 
that eventually made him so endeared 
to, as Jagger memorably put it, “those 
who wash”. 

“I just use things that people want to 
hide in their 
head,” he told 
i-D. 

“Things 
about war, re¬ 
ligion, sex, 
things that we 
all think 
about but 
don't bring to 
the forefront. 

But I do and 
force them to 
watch it. And 
then they start 
saying it's 
gross and I'm 
like: ‘Actu¬ 
ally love, you 
were already 
thinking 
about all this 
so don't lie to 
me.’” 

But like 
other rough 
London diamonds who became super- 
stars, McQueen’s way was often not 
the most refinely-expressed. 

The designer's former design assistant 
Catherine Brickhill recalled that at one 
of his Givenchy shows: “There wasn’t 
a lot of space, people were running 
around and I remember him running 
over to Eva Herzigova and cutting the 
laces on her corset and saying ‘You 
bitch' and dragging her to get her to exit 
on time. She was in tears by the time 
she was out there. No one had ever 
treated her that way.” 

The former head Givenchy publicist 
Eric Lanuit also observed: “The press 
officer’s role is also to be a nanny. Mc¬ 
Queen would call to ask for certain ‘vi¬ 
tamin substances’ to help him stay up 
all night and through the day of a fash¬ 
ion show. I’m not talking about vitamin 
C, I am talking about cocaine.” 

What a Lewisham lad would make of 
such an Establishment institution as the 
V&A now bowing before him God 
only knows, but it is probable that the 
master showman would love it - not 


least to be worshipped on his own 
home patch. As he once said, “London 
is where my heart is, and where I get 
my inspiration”. 

Certainly the V&A loves him. 

“Alexander McQueen consistently 
promoted freedom of thought and ex¬ 
pression and championed the authority 
of the imagination,” says the V&A in 
the introduction to its exhibition. 

“In this, he was an exemplar of the 
Romantic individual, the hero-artist 
who staunchly followed the dictates of 
his inspiration. McQueen expressed 
this originality most fundamentally 
through his methods of cutting and 
construction. These were both innova¬ 
tory and revolutionary. 

“He was such an assured designer 
that his forms and silhouettes were es¬ 
tablished from his earliest collections, 
and remained relatively consistent 
throughout his career.” 

So much is the V&A’s homage to Mc¬ 


Queen that it is mounting some 17 
major lectures, showcases and events - 
many of which are sold out - to run 
alongside the exhibition which is the 
largest retrospective of the late de¬ 
signer’s work to be presented in Eu¬ 
rope. 

Key among these will be a talk on 
McQueen at the museum next Thurs¬ 
day [April 16th] by one of his lead 
models, Erin O’Connor. 

Asylum 

O’Connor starred in McQueen’s 
spring/summer 2001 Voss show, which 
was set in an asylum and later champi¬ 
oned by Vogue magazine as “one of the 
most famous catwalk shows in his¬ 
tory”. 

“It's probably the most exciting show 
I've ever done, in my career,” O'Connor 
told the photographer Nick Knight as 
part of his series, Subjective, focusing 
on the role of the model in fashion pho¬ 
tography. 

“To me, it defines why I love my job. 
When McQueen made this dress for 


me, it was done in such painstaking 
detail; I was really involved in the 
story. It was made of razor clams, 
and before the show - we'd never re¬ 
ally get a rehearsal, we'd get some 
kind of vague guidance, which was 
always shaky territory - this time he 
said, 'So, you're in a lunatic asylum. 
I need you to go mental, have a nerv¬ 
ous breakdown, die, and then come 
back to life. And if you can do that 
in three minutes and just follow the 
crescendo of the music.' 

“Unlike actors and actresses, we're 
not directed, we're not given a re¬ 
hearsal, and you have free reign to do 
what you think is right and how you 
think you should represent some¬ 
thing. 

“So, before I go out, he grabs me 
by the clam and says, ‘I want you to 
rip the dress off,’ and I had worried 
that it looked that I was in some way 
a victim of being in that mind-set - 
but it was completely the opposite of 
that. It looked like I was stripping away 
the pain and the armour and just going 
‘Here I am.’ 

“He pushed me, and I'm glad.” 


More pushing of the McQueen legend 
will come next month when a new play 
‘McQueen’ opens at the St James The¬ 
atre from May 12th to June 27th, star¬ 
ring Dianna Agron from the hit TV 
series Glee and Stephen Wright from 
BBC3’s Bluestone 42. 

“McQueen is a journey into the vi¬ 
sionary imagination and dark dream 
world of fashion’s greatest contempo¬ 
rary artist,” says the theatre. 

Survive the night 

“Set on a single London night, it is 
more than a bio-play. It is stepping into 
the fairy story landscape of McQueen’s 
mind, the landscape seen in his immor¬ 
tal shows, where with a dress an urchin 
can become an Amazon, where beauty 
might just help us survive the night”. 

And there’s more yet to come. The 
first of two McQueen movies, the still- 
under-wraps Long Live McQueen, is 
expected in July and Hollywood 
scriptwriters are said to be working on 
a second film which will have an A-list 
cast and a blockbuster big budget. The 
legend of McQueen has only just 
begun. 


V- ; 
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Savage Beauty: The 
Alexander McQueen 
exhibition at the V&A: 
www.vam.ac.uk 
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IF HEATHROW EXPANDS: 



WILL BE AFFECTED BY NOISE. 


IF GATWICK EXPANDS: 


* -36,000 P£DPLE^ 

WILL BE AFFECTED BY NOISE. 


Our economy needs a new runway...but one that affects the least 
amount of people. Expand Gatwick and we'll ensure that any 
environmental impact we do have is kept to a minimum. 


LONDON 


OBVIOUSLY. 


The runway debate is almost over. 

Find out why we are the obvious choice at gatwickobviously.com and @LGWobviously 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


Shake it up with 

WITH a cocktail shaker, some classy stemware and 
a few basic ingredients, these gin and vodka based 
cocktails are easier to make than you think - and 
best of all, very straightforward to drink too... 

• SPRING KIWI 
KICK 

Celebrate spring even 
more with a zesty cock¬ 
tail made with a vodka 
from the Ukraine, the 
birthplace of this clear 
spirit. Try Staritsky & 
Levitsky Reserve 

(£29.09, 70cl, 

www.thedrinkshop .com), 
a wheat vodka with a 
soft palate and twist of 
black pepper on the fin¬ 
ish that's been awarded 
a silver medal at the San 
Francisco World Spirits 
Competiton. Here's the 
recipe to surprise your 
guests... 

60ml Staritsky & Levit¬ 
sky, dash of ginger syrup, 1/2 kiwi, 1 inch fresh ginger, 25ml 
pineapple juice, squeeze of lime 

Muddle the 1/2 kiwi, ginger syrup and fresh ginger in a mixing 
glass. Add the vodka, pineapple juice and generous squeeze of 
lime. Shake over ice and double strain into a chilled coupette 
glass. Garnish with a kiwi and ginger wheel. 



• FROZEN VINES 

A smooth, delicate French vodka made 
from grapes as opposed to grain, five 
times distilled Ciroc Vodka (£38.90, 

70cl, www.alexanderandjames.com) 
has a distinct, viney aftertaste and nat¬ 
urally pairs well with wine. This styl¬ 
ish creation is served in the bar at Aqua 
Shard, The Shard, London and tastes 
deliciously refreshing when you're 
happily thinking about springtime. 

50ml Ciroc, 15ml freshly squeezed 
lemon juice, 1 5ml elderflower cordial, 

5ml Fernet Branca, t op with cham¬ 
pagne or sparkling wine 
Half-fill a cocktail shaker with ice. 

Add the vodka, lemon juice, cordial 

and Fernet Branca. Shake well and strain into a chilled martini 
glass. Top with champagne or sparking wine and garnish with 
a white grape and mint sprig. 


• PEARLY QUEEN MARTINI 



Lillet, shake well and strain into 


Pretty as a picture, this sea¬ 
sonal serve from Belvedere 
Vodka (£36,70cl, Waitrose), 
distilled four times and made 
from Polish rye, would sit 
very well with the glam¬ 
orous party crowd. But don't 
be deceived by the pale, bal¬ 
let slipper pink from the in¬ 
fluence of Lillet Rose 
(£15.50, 75cl, Waitrose)-a 
blend of red and white Bor¬ 
deaux wines and fruit liqueur 
- this cocktail tastes stronger 
than it looks... 

60ml Belvedere, 10ml Lillet 
Rose 

Half-fill a cocktail shaker 
with ice. Add the vodka and 
l chilled martini glass. 



a spring cocktail 

• HENDRICK'S DREAM TIME MARTINI (serves 3) 

Worthy of a Mad 
Hatter's tea party, 

Hendrick's Gin 
(£26,70cl, Sains- 
bury's) suggest 
serving their new 
spring cocktail in 
a teapot to 'escape 
the humdrum of 
the ordinary'. A 
Scottish gin with 
infusions of cu¬ 
cumber and rose 
petals, the floral 
aromas are per¬ 
fectly in tune 
with the flower¬ 
ing bulbs outside. 

150ml Hendrick's 
Gin, 60ml lemon 
juice, 33ml laven¬ 
der honey syrup, 
your favourite 
vintage teapot 

To make the lavender honey syrup: infuse 20ml honey with 
10ml boiling water and a teaspoon of dried lavender, stir until 
honey dissolves completely & mixture has infused lavender 
Half-fill the teapot with ice. Add the gin, lemon juice and syrup, 
stir briskly and allow to sit for approx one minute. Stir again 
before pouring into chilled tea cups without ice (can always use 
a tea strainer!). Garnish with lemon zest. 

• SPRING SOUTHSIDE ^ 

Australian through and through, Four 
Pillars Rare Dry Gin (£39.85, 70cl, 
www.masterofmalt.com) from the 
Yarra Valley, Australia is a punchy gin 
made with oranges and spicy botani- 
cals such as cardamom, cinna¬ 
mon and star anise with 
Tasmanian pepperberry leaf 
and lemon myrtle, as an al¬ 
ternative to lemon peel. 

Cocktail friendly, Four Pil¬ 
lars already boasts a stash of 
medals since being released in 
2013 and works well in this 
twist on a Cuban classic. 

45ml Four Pillars, 20ml lime juice, 

10ml sugar syrup, 8 mint leaves 
(one for garnish) 

Half-fill a cocktail shaker with ice. 

Add the gin, lime juice, sugar syrup and 

mint leaves. Shake vigorously and strain into a chilled coupette. 

Garnish with a bruised mint leaf to release oils. 

• GREENALL'S GIN FIZZ 

With a gin distilling history going back 250 years, this classic 
thirst quencher from Greenall's The Original London Dry Gin 
(£14.50, 70cl, Sainsbury's) is just 
the tonic, but made with soda 
water. Serve it in a high ball and 
the citrus juice in this sour based 
cocktail will be nice and frothy 
when shaken and bring out the ju¬ 
niper and coriander in the gin. 
50ml Greenall's, 25ml freshly 
squeezed lemon juice, 10ml sugar 
syrup, soda water, lemon wedge 
Half-fill a cocktail shaker with ice. 
Add the gin, lemon juice and sugar 
syrup, shake well and strain into a 
high ball glass half-filled with ice. 
Top up with soda water and gar¬ 
nish with a lemon slice and mint 
sprig. 

Cheers! 






MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 



LAMB AND 
ASPARAGUS 
SALAD 


Serves 4 


I F you don't like offal, just use more fillet here instead of kid¬ 
neys. 

4 lamb under fillets 
2 lamb kidneys 

4-6 asparagus spears, cooked and sliced 

60-80g small salad leaves 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Vegetable oil for frying 

ltbsp good-quality cider vinegar 

2tsp Tewkesbury or Dijon mustard 

4tbsp rapeseed oil 

Season the lamb kidney and fillets. Heat a little vegetable oil in 
a heavy frying or griddle pan, until it is almost smoking, and cook 
the kidneys for about 3-4 minutes on each side and the fillets for 
about a minute each side, ensuring both remain pink. 

Now transfer to a plate to catch any juices. 

Whisk the vinegar, mustard and oil with the lamb juices to make 
a dressing, and season. 

Mix the salad leaves and asparagus in a bowl and toss with half 
of the dressing, then arrange on four plates. 

Slice the lamb fillet and kidney thinly and place the slices on top 
of the salad and spoon over a little more dressing. 



Time-saving kitchen gadgets 


• Lekue Microwave Omelette Maker, £14.99 
(Lakeland.co.uk) 

Save on time and washing up with this silicone 
microwavable device, which produces an 
impressive filled omelette in a few minutes. 
Cook your fillings inside before pouring in the 
eggs, then pop out when done. 







• Kenwood Triblade Hand Blender, £60.53 
(sizzle.co.uk) 

Whizz up soups super-quick, with this turbo 
performance hand blender. Can be used 
one-handed - leaving you free to pour a 
glass of wine with the other. 


• Breville 2 Slice Sandwich Toaster, £19.99 
(tesco.com)No need to spend your evening 
scraping melted cheese off your grill; this t 
oastie-maker - from the brand synonymous with 
them - has non-stick plates for easy cleaning. 
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The Prince's Countryside Fund Race Day 


A day at the races with Prince Charles 


T he Prince of Wales and Duchess of 
Cornwall joined more than 11,000 
people to enjoy the inaugural 
Prince’s Countryside Fund Raceday. 

The event boasted a full day of exciting jump racing, 
including AP McCoy’s final appearance at Ascot 
Racecourse before his retirement, alongside a wide 
range of countryside inspired activities, Easter enter¬ 
tainment and a charity luncheon for over 620 guests. 

The event raised more than £370,000 to help The 
Prince’s Countryside Fund continue its vital work 
funding projects to support the people who live and 
work in our countryside. 

Mark Price, Chairman of The Prince’s Countryside 
Fund and Managing Director of Waitrose, said: “Sun¬ 
day’s event was immensely successful for The 
Prince’s Countryside Fund. Not only did we raise a 
fantastic amount for the charity but we also had the 
opportunity to share with racegoers and the wider rac¬ 
ing community the valuable work we are doing to help 
secure a sustainable future for British farming and the 
countryside. 

Nick Smith, Head of Communications at Ascot 
Racecourse, said: “With some 11,000 visitors through 
the gates on Sunday, the atmosphere was fantastic. We 
are proud to support this invaluable charity, which was 


set up in 2010 by HRH The Prince of Wales to help 
secure a brighter future for British farmers and the 
countryside. In its short history, the Fund has provided 
some £5 million to 120 projects, directly benefitting 
100,000 people 

“As we close the book on another fabulous jumps 
season here we also say thank you to the great A P 
McCoy, who is retiring from riding this Spring. A P 
rode at Ascot for the last time on Sunday and finished 
his career with a fantastic 107 Ascot winners. The last 
of which he landed in the main race of the day, aboard 
Un Ace.” 

Hilarious duck herding 

Horses were not the only animals competing - sheep 
taking part in the ‘Campaign for Wool Lamb National’ 
amazed racegoers as they leaped over hurdles on a 
specially designed course. 

There was a whole host of countryside themed ac¬ 
tivity for all the family to enjoy in Ascot’s first family 
day of the year. 

Further highlights included a magnificent falconry 
display, the hilarious duck herding ‘Quack Pack’, and 
as an Easter treat - Lindt hosted a Gold Bunny Easter 
Hunt. 

The Fund’s Celebrity Ambassadors Phil Vickery 
MBE, Alan Titchmarsh MBE, Sally Gunnell OBE and 
former Blur member and now cheesemoakervAlex 





■ CHAMPION jockey AP McCoy and his children pictured with the Prince of Wales and Duchess of 
Cornwall 


Fund has raised 
£5m for projects 


THE Prince’s Countryside Fund, founded by 
HRH The Prince of Wales, who has a long- 
held commitment to supporting Britain’s 
hard pressed rural areas, was set up by Busi¬ 
ness in the Community in July 2010. 

So far it has given £5 million in grants dis¬ 
tributed to 120 projects across the country, 
directly benefitting 100,000 people. 

Projects that have been funded range from 
apprenticeships for budding hill farmers, 
training for young people to gain employ¬ 
ment in the rural economy, community 
transport schemes in isolated rural areas and 
projects to educate school children about 
where their food comes from and why the 
countryside matters. 

In addition to its normal application 
process, the Fund also operates an emer¬ 
gency fund for times of need. All the projects 
focus on supporting the people who care for 
our countryside and make it tick. 

For further information on The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund please contact: 

Helen Aldis, Manager, 

helen.aldis@bitc.org.uk or call 020 7566 6659 
or 07779 222481. 



James also attended to show their support for the char¬ 
ity and Ascot’s Colts & Fillies Club ambassadors. TV 
presenters Ant and Dec also held a live chat in the Pa¬ 
rade Ring. 

The Prince’s Countryside Fund, founded by HRH 
The Prince of Wales, who has a long-held commit¬ 
ment to supporting Britain’s hard pressed rural areas, 
was set up by Business in the Community in July 
2010. So far it has given £5 million in grants distrib¬ 
uted to 120 projects across the country, directly ben¬ 
efitting 100,000 people. 

Projects that have been funded range from appren¬ 
ticeships for budding hill farmers, training for young 
people to gain employment in the rural economy, 
community transport schemes in isolated rural areas 
and projects to educate school children about where 
their food comes from and why the countryside mat¬ 
ters. 

In addition to its normal application process, the 
Fund also operates an emergency fund for times of 
need. All the projects focus on supporting the people 
who care for our countryside and make it tick. 



■ PRINCE Charles greets Sir Ray Tindle, chairman 
of Tindle Newspapers, one of the main sponsors 


♦ Sir Ray Tindle, chairman of of Tindle News¬ 
papers Limited, parent company of the London 
Weekly News Group , sponsored two of the seven 
races. 

Sir Ray’s guests included Gavin Stride, Direc¬ 
tor of The Maltings who was accompanied by 
Veronica Brown, and Malcolm Denmark, the 
Chairman of Mediaforce, who were both intro¬ 
duced to Prince Charles. 

Sir Ray said: “It was a superb occasion despite 
the weather. My colleagues and I had a marvel¬ 
lous time. I had only been to one race meeting 
before and that was in India at the end of the 
Second World War. I lost every rupee that I had! 
At Ascot, however, I bet on The Queen’s horse 
which won! 

“We have been supporters of the Prince of 
Wales Countryside Fund for some time and we 
were delighted to be asked to become involved.” 



■ PRINCE Charles meets Malcolm Denmark, chair¬ 
man of of the Mediaforce Group 


■ PRINCE Charles meets celebrity ambassadors 
Alex James (top) and Phil Vickery 


Want up to £782 per month? 
Got a spare room to rent 
in South London? 


We work with thousands of young people facing 
homelessness in South London. They need 
a safe place to call home so they can start 
to rebuild their lives. We place them with 
householders like you and we support 
them as they consider their options. 


If you have a room to rent, stable living 
arrangements and want to help make 
a difference, CAYSH will provide you 
with all the training and support you 
need and make a difference to your 
bank balance. 


Depending on where you live, 
you may be able to provide a 

S for a young person for 
:hing from a few weeks 
to 2 years. 


Find out more by calling 
020 8683 5173 and speak 
to our lodgings team or 
email lodgings@caysh.org 
web: www.caysh.org 



A INVESTORS 
/ IN PEOPLE 


Silver 


CAYSH is a registered charity (1026822). Head office: 2 Whitgift Street, Croydon. CR0 1FL 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC ★ THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 


The sunny tale of a 



■ JAMES DREYFUS as Elwood P Dowd 



H UGH Maynard is well known in West End 
circles for his wonderful portrayal of John 
in Cameron Macintosh's multi award-win¬ 
ning revival of Miss Saigon at the Prince Edward 
Theatre. 

His powerful voice and commanding stage pres¬ 
ence are a phenomenon, so when I heard Maynard 
was to release a solo album, I had an inkling it was 
going to be something special. 

The album 'Something Inside So Strong' was re¬ 
leased on the March 25th, with a launch party at the 
Hippodrome Casino. 

I was lucky enough to attend the launch and then 
caught up with Hugh for a chat about the album and 
his continuing success in Miss Saigon. 

I asked Hugh about the launch evening and about 
how the album came about. 

Amazing 

"It was a culmination of 14 months of straight 
work,” he said, “plus with Miss Saigon on top of it. 

“The tracks in the album were chosen by family, 
friends, professionals in the industry and also the 
fans. They wrote in and told me specifically which 
song they'd like and the reason for the song. Some 
of the stories were just amazing and I felt guilty not 
singing them." 

I asked Hugh about the style he has chosen for the 
recording. 

"It's a very uplifting and inspirational album. It's 
easy listening, it's popular music. It's a feel good 
album," he said. 

The launch evening showcased Hugh's fabulous 
vocal range and he was wonderfully supported by 
his Miss Saigon colleagues both as backing vocal¬ 
ists and within the audience. He was also joined by 
What's on Stage Award winners Rachelle Ann Go 
and Kwang Ho Hong, who duetted with him and 


performed some very memorable turns of their own. 

I asked Hugh about continuing in Miss Saigon. 

"I've agreed to extend my current contract with 
Miss Saigon,” he said. “Rehearsals start in two 
weeks time. I love the job. I'm very passionate about 
my contribution and I'm still learning about the 
character as well." 

Back in September Cameron Macintosh presented 
a Miss Saigon 25th anniversary gala night at The 
Prince Edward which brought together stars from 
the original production with the cast of the revival. 

I asked Hugh about his memories of the evening. 

"Put it this way, every now and then when the hel¬ 
icopter comes down we still get tinsel coming down 
from the pros. 

“It was one of those surreal events - Peter Poly- 
carpou, Jonathon Pryce, you just can't fathom shar¬ 
ing a stage with them, let alone singing alongside 
them. It was such a momentous occasion. 

Truly magical 

“Lea Salonga came over especially from the 
Philipines and she has quite a schedule. They were 
all so generous with their time. It was something 
else that night, truly, truly magical." 

Having seen Miss Saigon 13 times, I don't need 
Hugh to sell it to me, but I asked how he would de¬ 
scribe it to someone who hasn't already witnessed 
this astounding theatrical event. 

" I always say to people, there hasn't been a day 
without war or a day without love and Miss Saigon 
combines that within a story. It's not just an experi¬ 
ence in the theatre it's an experience you take with 
you." 

Hugh's album can be bought from all of the usual 
sources, including his website www.hugh-may- 
nard.com or it is available from the box office at 
The Prince Edward Theatre. 


large white rabbit 


n 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


H AVING heard a wonderful radio inter¬ 
view with both of the stars of this play a 
few weeks ago, I was really looking for¬ 
ward to finally seeing 
what all the Harvey 
white rabbit fuss was 
about. 

I've long been an ad¬ 
mirer of the work of 
both Maureen Lipman 
and James Dreyfus, 
having previously seen 
them in Oklahoma and 
Cabaret respectively. 

I hadn't seen the film 
of Harvey and al¬ 
though I had heard 
what the story was 

about, I have to say I was intrigued as to how it 
would be played. 

The plot follows Veta, (Lipman) and her 
brother Elwood (Dreyfus) whom she is trying to 
get committed following his continued obsession 
with his imaginary friend, a six foot three white 
rabbit called Harvey. Confusion and mistrust 
ensue with a selection of other characters getting 
involved and adding to the general commotion. 

Essentially this is an old-fashioned farce and, 
as is customary with this genre, the action takes 
a little time to gather pace. Once it's up and run¬ 
ning however, the 'one in one out' comedy 
mishaps roll along and, with the quality of this 
casting, every one-liner is delivered with perfect 
timing. 

Dreyfus is marvellous as the eccentric and 
sunny Elwood particularly in act two. Lipman 
also comes into her own in act two with some 
very funny interactions with her daughter Myr- 
tle-Mae (Ingrid Oliver) who was charming. 

Sally Scott as Nurse Ruth Kelly and Jack 
Hawkins as Lyman Sanderson had some nice 
bits of chemistry in their scenes together and 
Amanda Boxer showed some real class as Aunt 
Ethel. 


HARVEY - THEATRE ROYAL - HAYMARKET 

There were some very mixed accents in parts, 
which did feel a bit amateurish, particularly at 
the beginning, but this seemed to improve as the 
show went along. 

The real star of this play however, is Harvey, 
who's minimal costume and stage presence really 
stole the show! 



■ MAUREEN LIPMAN as Veta in Harvey at the 
Theatre Royal 


A great space for young people 


IN April 2015 the Lyric Hammersmith will of¬ 
ficially re-open following its multi-million 
pound capital development project. A host 
of opening events will lead up to the much- 
anticipated press night for the new stage 
production of Bugsy Malone, directed by 
Sean Holmes, on Tuesday, April 28th. 

Built in in 1895 as an intimate opera house 
by prolific theatre architect Frank Matcham, 
The Lyric has been given its first major 
facelift in 35 years including a new cafe, bar 
and toilets. 

The finished building will offer state-of- 
the-art facilities and will enable the Lyric to 
expand its programme of activity with 
young people, emerging and professional 
artists. 

I was given a guided tour of the new facil¬ 
ities by executive director Jessica Hepburn 
and Nicholai La Barrie, director of young 
people and emerging artists, who couldn't 
be more enthusiastic about this ambitious 
community project. 

The development really is wonderful. 
From rehearsal spaces to recording studios, 
every part of the new building has been de¬ 
signed with local young people in mind and 


La Barrie speaks with verve and energy 
about what he wants from the project 
which, with on site partners, will also in¬ 
clude interactions with local disabilities 
charities. 

Hepburn said there is a very special event 
for young West Londoners which the the¬ 
atre is running on April 25th. 

"If you're between 14 and 25, you can 
come down to the theatre. You get a free 
ticket to the tour and every space you go 
into to will have people performing. You 
also get a ticket to see Bugsy Malone." 

La Barrie added: "We're doing free mem¬ 
bership for anyone 14-25 who signs up that 
day. It should be a nice fun day for young 
people in West London to take part, see the 
spaces and join up." 

Rehearsals for Bugsy Malone were in full 
swing and as I wandered around a few cast 
members in suits and spats ran past me. 
Hepburn was very tight lipped when I asked 
about the splurge guns so I guess I will just 
have to wait and see. 

Bugsy Malone previews from April 11th. 
Studios at the Lyric can be rented by young 
members from just £5. 
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I TALK OF THE TOWN v 

There’s no need to knock a tribute 


T HE Stones are playing at The Half 
Moon in Putney next week, the 
night after The Kinks are on. 

A few days later John Martyn, Queen and T Rex 
will be pulling in the crowds at West London’s 
favourite rock spot and next month Neil Young, 
The Doors and David Bowie will appear. 

Before you all rush at once, there’s a tiny bit of 
small print - the Mick, Keith and Charlie onstage 
at The Half Moon on April 18th aren’t the real 
Jagger, Richards and Watts. 

Or are they? For many, The Rollin’ Stoned are 
just like the real thing. That’s the whole point with 
tribute bands; either they sound spot-on, note-per¬ 
fect or they will never get an audience. 

But because they do sound so authentic, tribute 
bands have become the lynchpins that have helped 
save small venues and boosted unknown bands in 
recent years. 

New bands are great stuff and should be encour¬ 
aged; the trouble for a new band is that nobody 
knows their songs and it is not easy to draw a 
crowd. 

Although often-criticised by music purists, trib¬ 
ute bands are providing a great service to the live 
music scene, by getting out of the house those 
who haven’t been to a gig for years. 

“Tribute bands really do have an important place 
in the live scene. A lot of people who haven’t been 
to a gig for 20 years will come and see a tribute 
band because they know all the songs and remem¬ 
ber the era,” says Carrie Davies, the Half Moon’s 
legendary venue manager. 

“But that has a springboard effect because in 
getting out and seeing a band again, they have a 
great experience and that encourages them to re¬ 
peat that experience, which you can only get from 
enjoying music performed live, by seeing an orig¬ 
inal new band as well.” 

The tribute business has become a worldwide 
phenomenon, in many ways nostalgia is the new 
rock and roll. After Marcus Cahill’s unfeasibly- 
authentic John Lennon show broke the record for 
the longest-running residency at Liverpool’s Cav¬ 
ern Club, he toured through the USA, Canada, Eu¬ 
rope, Australia and completely confused China 
with his faultless imitation. 

Typically, it was The Beatles who began it all, 
and much longer ago than you might think - it 
was in 1964 that the first tribute band began when 
The Buggs, four not-exactly-Scousers from New 
Jersey, started releasing pretty-good copies of She 
Loves You and Twist And Shout. 

They didn’t last, possibly not least because they 
looked nothing like the real band. 

In part the humour of this movement of cross- 
dressing-as-idols accounts for much of the tribute 
bands’ success says Andy Bennett, author of the 


by Geoff Baker 


excellent book on the phenomenon, ‘Access All 
Eras’. 

“Although the tribute band performance is ulti¬ 
mately about reproducing the music and onstage 
persona of the tributed act, there is often scope for 
humorous asides,” says Bennett. 

“A level of rapport with the audience is main¬ 
tained through the injection of humour into the 
performance. For example, during a Bootleg Bea¬ 
tles performance which I attended in 1999, part 
way through the band’s set Bootleg John suddenly 
broke into the opening bars of ‘Imagine’ on the 
piano, before stopping abruptly and exclaiming 
‘Oops, I haven’t written that one yet.’ 

“Such devices, drawing as they do on elements 
of satire, function as important role-breaking mo¬ 
ments. Although the primary function of the trib¬ 
ute band is to 
replicate the object 
of its tribute as ac¬ 
curately and au¬ 
thentically as 
possible, it is im¬ 
portant that tribute 
bands do not over¬ 
step the mark in 
this respect. 

“Tribute bands 
gain the adulation 
of the audience 
through the quality of their portrayal of the trib¬ 
uted act, not through actually claiming to ‘be’ the 
artists they tribute. It is thus crucial in this respect 
that tribute bands are not seen to take themselves 
too seriously.” 

One of the ways the bands most manifest the in 
joke is in their choice of name and so we have not 
The Sex Pistols but The Ex Pistols, along with 
Only One Direction, Beatallica, Lez Zeppelin, 
The Fab Faux, the all-girls acts AC-DShe and Iron 
Maidens and the wonderfully-punned and a little 
bit pointed, Take Fat. 

“Tribute bands are fun, that’s the point,” said one 
former aide to a very big rock star. 

“So with the Stones clones, the lead guitarists all 
have the spikey Keef hair, they’re all playing the 
exact same instruments that their idols did and 
wearing the identical clothes that the real Stones 
did on their album covers - it’s rock and roll pan¬ 
tomime. 

“Until recent years a lot of the actual bands had 
little time for their tribute acts and wouldn’t ac¬ 
knowledge them at all. But then the real things 
worked out that they are no threat; they don’t sell 
any records and indeed they just work as an ap¬ 


6 A lot of 
people who 
haven't been 
to a gig for 20 
years will 
come and see a 
tribute band 9 



petite-whetting warm-up for when the real things 
go on tour themselves. 

“The other great advantage of the tribute bands 
is that because all they are about is the hits, in then- 
shows there’s none of that ‘here’s one from my 
new album’ when everybody goes for a beer 
break. And- and it’s a very big and - you get to 
hear the hits just like they sound on the record, but 
up close in somewhere like The Half Moon and 
not half a mile away in some stadium.” 

Intimacy is key to the tribute show says Andy 
Bennett. 

“By taking stadium rock and performing it in 
small, accessible local venues, tribute bands effec¬ 
tively bring this music home for their audience,” 
says Bennett. 

“Although the gravitation of many rock and pop 
stars to the stadium may have suited the commer¬ 
cial incentives of the music industry, it has not uni¬ 
formly been to the liking of music fans. 

Excitement 

“Having shared in the excitement of early live 
performances in smaller local venues, fans of the 
more successful rock and pop stars saw their icons 
become bigger and more remote. Thus for music 
fans tribute bands present something of a return to 
form, turning the rock process full circle by bring¬ 
ing the music back into smaller, more intimate and 
accessible venues. 

“Indeed, as one member of Benwell Floyd ob¬ 
served, people in the band’s audience had openly 
expressed their preference for Benwell Floyd over 
Pink Floyd concerts because of the intimate at¬ 
mosphere. He said: ‘It’s how we’re doing it; I like 
Pink Floyd a lot but there’s this thing of you 
shelling out a load of money to watch four dots on 
a stage half a mile away. What we’re doing is ac¬ 
cessible, it’s there for people to see.’” 


There for us to see at The Half Moon in coming 
weeks is a bumper line-up of the great pretenders 
- The Kast Off Kinks on April 17th, The Rollin’ 
Stoned April 18th, The Glorious Fools playing the 
music of John Martyn on April 21st, The Bohemi¬ 
ans doing Queen on April 24th and T Rex tribute 
Too Rex on April 25th. Next month, The Hon- 
eyslides return with their Neil Young show on 
May 17th, The Doors Live on May 22nd and Ab¬ 
solute Bowie on May 30th. 

But keep your ears open too for hot new and 
original bands coming to The Half Moon. Carrie 
Davies’ tip for this week is to check out the Du 
Bellows, the local band supporting The Pretty 
Things [not a tribute, but members of the original 
Sixties giants] on Friday [April 10th. 

“The Du Bellows are amazing. Jimmy Page is 
championing them,” says Carrie. 

“Du Bellows are a west London five-piece cre¬ 
ating bluesy rock via folk, gospel and gypsy. From 
deep rhythm-heavy grooves to tear jerking melan¬ 
cholia, their live performances have a unique 
earthy dynamism and they are making waves.” 

Since forming in 2012 Du Bellows have re¬ 
hearsed and gigged hard and have received posi¬ 
tive response from the music media including 
Mojo Editor Phil Alexander - who featured them 
in his Planet Rock FM radio show Mojo Rocks, 
and Classic Rock magazine who included their 
eponymous track-Isa Du Bellow on a cover 
mount. 

They have also acquired some prestigious musi¬ 
cian fans including Page, who after going to a 
show said: “Du Bellows are by far one of the most 
interesting and musically adept bands I have seen 
recently. There is a cosmic counterpoint alive and 
well here.” 

For all bands and onstage times: 
www.geronimo-inns.co.uk/london-the-half-moon 
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Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


Managers Specials 

• Bathroom Suites From £299 

• Comfort height Toilet £99 

• Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

• Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

. Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 



Roma £199,99 


A New Range Of Furniture 
A Wide Variety Of Mirrors Available Soon 


Delta 600 £299 
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TIME TO EXPLORE 
WITjH HOURS OF FUN 

Map out your day, try on vintage fancy dress and 
travel back to the Golden Age of the 1930s. 


1 



9 10 minute walk from 
Nottingham Station 



The English Heritage Trust is a charity, no. I 14035 I, and a company, no. 07447221, registered in England. 


Thursday, April 9th 2015 


editorial @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 


London Weekly News 23 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS, 

RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & 
PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
CALL 

020 

8768 

4931 

OVR STAFF ARE 
WATTING TO 
TAKE YOUR 
CALL! 


Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 




Articles Wanted 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS 
and WHEELCHAIRS 

New, used, bought and sold. 
Also repairs carried out. 
New batteries sold at best 
prices. 

Easy terms available. 

7 days, 7am-7pm 

Steve 020 8761 0069 
or 07762 124 799 



BOAT TRAILER would suit 
dingy, approx ten foot long. 
Buyer collects. £80. Tel: 07847 
764 442 

ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR 

Pronto make, for sale £350. 020 
7727 3058 

DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER model EC 152, good 
condition, must see and bargain 
at £25. Call 020 7834 4808. 
Victoria SW1P 

150 CLASSICAL LPS £50 the 

lot. Tel: 020 8961 2289 



MINI STAY 
HOST FAMILIES 

Accommodation needed for 
short stay students. 

4 nights per week up to 

£60 night tax free. 
Starting in March 
07879 228 753 
0203 685 1323 
07876 677 465 


SELECTION OF HAYNES 
CARS & LIGHT VANS WORK¬ 
SHOP MANUALS also car hand 
book. Too many to mention. 
Please phone for details from 
£5. Child solid wood highchair 
£20. Electric fan heater, brand 
new, still in box. Can deliver all 
above. Tel: 07961 510 682 

CONVERSE ALLSTAR BOOTS 

blue, as new, size 8 in box £15 
ono. Cream Winnie The Pooh 
baby changing mat/potty, new 
in wrapping £3. Folding gravity 
walker £20 - for home exercise. 
Tel: 07960 782 292 

BLACK COMPOST BIN never 
been used 220L bargain £15. 
Selection of 1:18 scale diecast 
model cars, most of them in 
boxes only £12 each (£30 in 
shop) bargain. Tel: 07864 709 
397 

MINI TWIN BAKER electric for 
countertop with plug/recipe 
book, unused still in boxed 
package £18. White porcelain 
sink, currently used in conser¬ 
vatory for plants £30. Tel: 020 
8769 0597 

METAL TIN TRUNK 34x15 
inches, used in tropics, broken 
lock £40. DINING TABLE square 
with extensions, both sides for 
family/student meals, dark 
wood lacquered. £20. Tel: 020 
8769 0597 

SIDEBOARD dark wood, 6ft 
long, 8 large draws, very good 
condition £90. Also 2 free 
standing shelves, same dark 
wood. Offers. Tel: 07708 085 
870 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


HOOVER VELOCITY BAG¬ 
LESS VACUMM CLEANER 

cylinder model, like new, used 
once, includes pet hair attach¬ 
ment. Tel: 020 8879 3513 


High chair, Graco model, 
Folding, Yellow colour, very 
clean. £10 

Mothercare Tuti Bambinni, Cot, 

Beech,clean, £20. o.n.o 

Tel Peter 07770-195303. SE13 



BRAND NEW 


Divan beds with super luxury lOins 
fully Orthopaedic Mattresses. 

All made by leading UK 
manufacturers. All items come in 
their original sealed packaging. 


SINGLE £90.00 
DOUBLE £125.00 


Call Paul for details or pictures. 
We deliver to you. Memory foam 


BLACK BAG FULL OF BOYS 
CLOTHES good quality, (aged 
10-12). Adidas, Nike and many 
others. Tracksuits, coats, t- 
shirts, well over 30 items £13. 
Superman onsie as new age 10- 
12 £4. Tel: 07960 782 292 


MENS SHOWERPROOF 
JERKINS zip up, various 
colours, sizes M, L, XL and XXL. 
Brand new, retail at £29.99 sell¬ 
ing to you £15 each. 07552 433 
829 

TWO LEATHER JACKETS 

black, XL, new, excellent condi¬ 
tion £50 each. Phone 01322 
445 735. After 1pm. 



£m4l 


Qulified Accountant 

Small home practise 
Low fees 
Prompt service 
0208 677 3675 


Call Paul on 07856 012 914 


KING SIZE BED DIVAN strong 
base, brass frame, attractive, 
bought for £495 in store, sell 
£50. Moving home, buyer col¬ 
lects. Tel: 07986 381 934 



PHOTO OF EASTENDERS 
CAST signed £10. Tel: 020 8858 
7569 


TWO SUN LOUNGERS PLUS 
CUSHIONS one oblong table 
plus four chairs. All in green 
plastic £40 the lot. Buyer col¬ 
lects. 020 8473 7979 

METAL CABINET (two large 
drawers). £5. Tel: 020 8672 
0190 

3 SEATER SOFA sand colour, 
as new only. First to see will buy 
£60. Tel: 020 7733 0623 Brixton 



Dog Walking 
Cat Sitting 
Pet Feeding 
Pet Services 
Please call Paul 
020 3078 9740 

www.DogWalkersGuide.co.uk 



SOME BOOKS BY DENNIS 
WHEATLEY good condition, 
open to offers, larg efan £25 or 
near offer. Books, Horse Racing 
Jockeys - autobiography. 020 
7582 2077 



RECORDS WANTED! 12" sin- 
gles/LPs/-7" singles (45's). 
Rock, Punk, Metal, Soul, 
Boogie, Disco, Funk, Rare 
Grove, Reggae, Ska, 
Rocksteady, Dub, and all 
Caribbean music. Whole collec¬ 
tions welcome. £best prices 
paid£l. Tel: 07788 209 990 


VINYL 

OF DEPTFORD 

Records bought and sold 
African, Jamaican, Dance, 
Rock, Soul, all flavours 
Good prices for Good records 

4 Tanners Hill SE8 4PJ 
07930 421 113 


BARGAIN 

STATIC CARAVAN 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PUNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL... 
IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 



FOR SALE 


Sited at a very popular Leysdown, 
Isle of Sheppey. Lovely condition, 
6 berth, First to see will buy 

just £2,000 

and £50a week 


Call Rob 07740 247 487 


DELONGHI COMBI COFFEE 
MAKER new in original box, 
unwanted gift. Makes filter cof¬ 
fee and cappucino with a 
steam, nozzle using ground cof¬ 
fee or pods, great gift, bargain 
at £50. Tel: 020 8660 7973 
mornings or evenings. 

ZAN USSI/DISHWASHER 

"Tempoline", 60cm deep, 60 cm 
wide, 86cm high, complete with 
hoses in new condition, can 
deliver £60. FREEZER, fits 
under worktop £40. Can deliver. 
07961 510 682 

GAS COOKER stainless steel, 
it has 5 rings, grill and oven, all 
in good working order, very 
good condition £95. SE18. 
07473 436 660 

SHARP MICROWAVE/COOK¬ 
ER jet convection & grill. 21 11 x 
13". Good clean condition £50. 
Tel: 020 8857 0668 

LONG EVERLASTING AND 
EVERGREEN GARDEN 

SCREEN 9'8" only £15. 020 
7733 0623 

DOUBLE HOT PLATE new, still 
in box. £15. Tel. 020 8858 7569 


BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 

EXOTICS Fan Palm £15, 
Cordyline £10.00, Oleander 
£10, Large Money Plant £12. 
Large Spider Plant £8 & £5. Call 
for details. Tel. 020 7228 3956 

TWO SUN LOUNGERS PLUS 
CUSHIONS one oblong table 
plus four chairs. All in green 
plastic £40 the lot. Buyer col¬ 
lects. 020 8473 7979 

BOSCH electric hedge trim¬ 
mers, long blades. £30. 020 
8672 0190 

CHRISTMAS TREE with roots, 
5ft tall needs space and good 
home. Free. 020 8544 9606 


Kitchen & 
Bathroom (4 
Sale) 


KITCHEN SINK stainless steel 
with mew taps and waste fitted 
92.5, long by 48.5 wide, right 
hand drainer but could be 
changed to left, nice and clean, 
any offer. Tel: 020 7733 1836 / 
07877 818 162 


CHILDREN 
OUT OF 
SCHOOL 

or educated at home 

Ring Mr Coles, 

St Brendans 

020 7738 2455 



GUI 

020 

0768 4920 

or 

020 

8768 4922 


London & News 



9 

To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) 


CLASSIFICATION 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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TREACY BUILDING 
SERVICES 


• Plumbing • Carpentry • Plastering 
• Wiring • Bricklaying • Painting 

• Decorating • Supply / Fitting new 

Kitchens / Bathrooms 
All roofing repairs & new roofs 
All work guaranteed! 

Over 25 years exp. No job too small! 
Cheapest prices in all of London 


Tel Des 07424 606 624 


Gardening (Home Serv) 


City & Suburbs Gardening Services 

• Treework • Fencing • Turfing • Paving • Brickwork 
Clearance & Maintenance 
Jungles conquered 
Free Quotes 

Direct: 07952 583 170 
Office: 0800 334 5751 




RECYCLE CENTRE 

House clearance 
Rubbish cleared 
Free evaluation 

156 Cherry Orchard Road 
Croydon CRO 6RR 
020 8688 8613 
07736 067 272 


Electrical Services 


' Ao&zt SCecfruciatt ^ 

• - |- approved installer 

• All electrical work undertaken • On time service 
• Sockets • Lights • Certificates • Fuseboards 
• Electric cooker connections 

Call Terry 

0208 552 9942 07770 774 096 J 


DBZ Electronics 

TV, VIDEO & HI FI 

REPAIRS & SERVICES 
FREE QUOTE 

Call SAM 

020 3674 0508 
07909 660 114 

TV, LCD, PLASMA, DVD 
HIFI, HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS & COMPUTERS 


&icA ! 20* 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 



AFFORDARLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 



We will beat any written 
quotation 


0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 




10 ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CAU 

020 8168 4920 
020 8768 4922 



MR TIP 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Houses, Offices, Gardens 
and Shops 
Sheds dismantling, 
even asbestos waste 
All areas covered 
For free quote 

07985 482 447 
0800 2927 334 


CHEAP RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 

YOU NAME IT WE CLEAR IT 

Beat any quote 
Clear Houses, Gardens, 
Shops & Offices 
For a free quote call 

020 8485 9538 
07701 384 891 


SOLS 

REMOVALS 

Reliable Friendly Service 
House and Office Moved 
House Clearance 
Furnitures Bought 

Tel: 07521 463 390 


ALLAWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 
020 8768 4922 


S J GREEN 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

EST 1990 

CLEANING, 

MAINTENANCE, GARDENS 
ALL WORK INSURED, 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

07515 594 485 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 


House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

"vacancies' 

FILL FASTER 

with an advert in the 
.Tel: 020 8768 4923. 


WE BUY AND SELL 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 


RECYCLE CEN1RE 

House clearance 
Rubbish cleared 
Free evaluation 

156 Cherry Orchard Road 
Croydon CRU 6BB 
020 8688 8613 
07736 067 272 

WE BUY AND SELL 


HO HOUSE 
■ CLEARANCE 

liiiiiliwtill Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 
Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 

FIGHT 

FOR EVERY ‘Charges from mobiles may vary. 

HEARTBEAT © British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 

bhf.org.uk and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


Painting & Decorating 


P Decorating ^ 
and < 
Interior Alterations 

Plastering, Carpentry, 
Painting and Paperhanging, 
Building Repairs 

L Call Bernard J 

07874 337 964 


T9 

ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RIBS I HES S 


CALL 



J.M. DECOR 

Interior and 
Exterior Painting 
Fully Insured 
Call 

07951 957 324 

www.jmdecor.uk.com 


Plumbing & Heating 


'STEVENS & SONS^ 

Plumbing & Heating 
Gas Engineers 

Family run business, Est 1961 
All plumbing & heating work 
undertaken 

Free Estimates 
Emergency Services -d 
Available 24/7 

^ 07982 909 405 j 


TUBBS 

PLUMBING 

Reliable Husband 
& Wife Team 

Cheap Rates!! 

No Job too small 

No call out charge! 
020 8695 9165 
07768 512 240 



PLUMBING 
HEATING & 
BLOCKAGES 

Small jobs - boiler 
changes 

Full heating systems etc 
Gas safe: 216739 

Call Danny 

07958 409 998 


BOILER 

REPAIRS 

Gas safety inspections 
plumbing jobs aswell. 
No job too small. 

Please call 
07753 357 020 




Clickbookfix 

Plumbing and 
Electrical Company 

Lowest hourly rates 
in London £39 

Gas Safe Plumbers 
Large & Small works 
All work guaranteed 
clickbookfix.com 


TU ADVERTISE 
YUUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


020 3514 1475 

Why pay more? 


Roofing & Guttering 


Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 
All Types of Lead Work + Chimneys - Free Estimates 


Home: 020 8764 4747 
Mobile: 07811 449 737 

davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 



AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 



Storage & Removals 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and 
budgets 
Public liability 
insurance 
Please call 
07764 537007 


man4van@outlook.com 



VAN & 2 MEN WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING ANYTIME. 07941 
072 332/0208 309 7223 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
Phone 020 8856 3982 
john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


Storage & Removals 


ONE 

STOP & 

Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 



ALL TREE 
SERVICES 

Fully insured and 
qualified. Fast and 
friendly sevice 

1 Foss Road, 
London SW17 OTX 
02086 722 599 



TLC PAVING & 
LANDSCAPING 


All types 

Paving • Sandstone • Patio 
Design • Fencing • Tarmac 
All types of Gardening 
and Landscaping 

For FREE quote 
07717 219 834 


Window Cleaning 
Proparliat 


TO AOVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


Clairvoyants & Psychic Events 



Mr Usuf 

One of the greatest, 
powerful, gifted spiritual 
healers in the nation. 
Helping & Guiding. 

I can advise you on love, 
marriage, family matters, 
relationships, court cases, 
immigration & luck. 
Pay after results. 
Please call: 

07982 869 620 
0203 417 0543 


MINI STAY 
HOST FAMILIES 

Accommodation needed for 
short stay students. 

4 nights per week up to 

£60 night tax free. 
Starting in March 
07879 228 753 
0203 685 1323 
07876 677 465 


Prof KORIBI TOURE 


Spiritual Readings 
Clairvoyance and 
Tarot Reading 

25 YEARS ESTABLISHED 
Highly recommended Medium 
Love & Relationship Problems? 
Health & Financial Problems? 

0800 955 3632 
07985 529 332 


Sues Spritual 
World! 

Psychic Healer & 
Clairvoyant 

I read Tarot cards, 
Runes reading, Angel 
cards and I am a High 
Priestess and a Rainbow 
Witch 

020 8671 0725 
07956 875 746 


GIFTED 

PSYCHIC 

HELPS WITH ALL 

Past and Current Issues, 
Advises on love, 
relationships. Career, 
Financial Issues, Health 
and Family Matters 

My job is to get you 
back on the right path 

07426 001 375 


BLESSED BE 

Medium Clairvoyant 
121 Private Readings 
Psychic Parties 
Reading and Healing Days 
Group Bookings 
020 3539 6314 
07549 347 507 

www.sharonaheallovelight.co.uk 

heal-love-light@hotmail.co.uk 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


FULL-TIME RECEPTION STAFF 

Required 

Akerman Medical Practice - Lambeth 

A full-time enthusiastic team member with good IT and 
communication skills required to join GP practice. Must be 
able to speak Spanish, Applicant’s must be reliable and 
flexible, previous customer service experience desirable. 

For application email CV to n.rodrigues@nhs.net 
Closing date: 24th April 2015 


Child Care/Nursery 


Happy Nursery Days is a subsidiary of 
Ekaya Housing Association. 

We are seeking to recruit several posts for: 

EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONERS 
Flexible hours available. Qualifications: Level 3 and above 
Salary: £16,609 per annum, Location : Tulse Hill SW2 
Closing Date : Monday 13th April 
Download application form : www.ekaya.co.uk 
Email completed applications to: 
recruitment@ekaya.co.uk 


General 


LIVE-IN 

STEWARD 

required for a 
South London Club 


Please send your CV to: 


The Secretary 
North Lambeth CIU Club 

187c Kennington Road, 
SE11 6ST 


OUT OF 
WORK? 


Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 


Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 


Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be 
deemed ‘Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling goods in the 
course of business either by content, format, size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / 
dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will 
NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or 
not the advertisement has already been accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents should there¬ 
fore check their advertisements and inform us of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of 
Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers shall have 
the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole 
debt in respect of accounts with terms of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank of England 
base rate for each month that the account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be reclaimed. Should 
Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable 
for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for the 
advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure the conti¬ 
nuity of these services, but some occasional technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associated 
companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the con¬ 
trol of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. Further infor¬ 
mation is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce 
such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, 
goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the adver¬ 
tisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the fact that a 
search has been made. We may need to share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will only use 
the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group Newspaper 
companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to you. 
The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for 
training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such advertisements. 


Advertisement 
Sales Manager 


Base: Penge 


Salary: competitive 


London's finest weekly newspapers are 
expanding the advertisement department 
and hopes to recruit London's finest 
Advertisement Manager. 

The successful person wilt have a proven track 
record in advertising, preferably in the 
newspaper industry and have the necessary 
skills in place to manage a very busy 
department, responsible for the publishing of 
four weekly newspapers covering the capital. 

Responsibilities for the day to day running of 
the advertisesment department to include 
targeting, budgeting and revenue growth, as 
well as running a team of approximately fifteen. 
This role will also embrace recruiting, training 
and mentoring sales personnel to achieve 
competitive targets. 

Interested? apply to Karen Sheppard 020 8768 
4903 or send your CV to karen@slp.co.uk 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South Lonson since 1865 

LondonvNeVi SoudLOMlMl# P* Mercury 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the 
Tindle Newspapers Ltd., a group of privately 
owned, independent, family newspapers 




Professional PCV/PSV bus licence 
holders for Sightseeing Tours 

(based at Wandsworth Garage, London SW18) 

We are looking for Drivers to work at our 
Wandsworth Depot from April 2015 (although 
initially offered a seasonal contract, extensions and 
conversion to all year will be available upon 
successful completion of probation). 

Current earnings are: - 

• Average earnings for a 5-day week 
£700.00 (more in the summer) 

• £13.24 basic hourly pay, including fulfilment 
bonus 

• Work rest day rates, £16,21 per hour, 

£18.85 per hour (June to August) 

• Plus commission 

• Paid from sign on to sign oft 

• Customers who are looking to enjoy their tour 
of London 

• Great team spirit 

"If you're good... you're welcome" 
Interested? 

Please call us on 020 8877 2195 
for an application form 

(would suit those living within the M25 area or Surrey) 
or email us at jobs.drivers@theoriginaltour.com 

with your contact details 


DASL Direct Payments Support Service 

Personal Care 
Assistant 

VACANCIES 

Personal Assistants needed throughout 
Lambeth to support disabled adults and 
children and older people. 

Various positions available to provide support 
with personal care, cleaning, shopping and 
accessing the community. 

Various hours available. 

To view all vacancies and apply go to 
www.disabilitylambeth.org.uk/dasl/payments 


EARTH FLEET Hiring 
10,000 PCO Licensed 
PRIUS Owner Drivers 
in busy 
CENTRAL LONDON 
24/7 Driver App 
Earn More Pay Less 

Apply: hr@earthfleet.co.uk 
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OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1-4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 


Motability 

* » * The leading car scheme for disabled people 


Q Motability 



MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


£99 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 






CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/IOOkm). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 1/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


Zamora special 
as Hoops go wild 


I N a turgid season that has brought little 
to cheer, long-suffering QPR fans are 
still pinching themselves after their 
team’s 4-1 romp at West Bromwich Albion. 


Whatever the outcome 
of Tuesday’s crucial 
visit to Aston Villa 
(LWN went to press 
before the relegation 
six-pointer), none of the 
2,500-plus Hoops 
followers who were at 


The Hawthorns on 
Easter Saturday will 
forget a performance 
that infused new hope in 
the club’s season-long 
battle against the 
dreaded drop. 

After losing 13 of their 


• JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

TWO Kensington Dragons teams slammed 
seven goals past bewildered opponents - but it 
wasn't all one-way traffic. Rounding-up KD's 
latest results: 

* U11 s walloped Brookhouse 7-0 in the League 
Challenge Trophy. The day started inauspiciously 
and got worse. It was an early start with the clocks 
going forward; the ground was miles away; it 
rained and then to cap it all the ref did not show 
up, so Brookhouse's manager took the whistle. The 
U11 s, however, are a resilient lot and dominated 
from start to finish to miss more goals than they 
scored. 

* U12s similarly battered Belmont United 7-0 in 
the League Challenge Trophy at St Marks. Dragons 
have really got into their stride as the season has 
progressed and now fear no-one. 

* U15Bs lost 5-3 to Old Actonians at Linford 
Christie Stadium. Missing six players away on 
holiday and in a gale blowing so fiercely that it 
shifted the goal two metres, Dragons possibly blew 
their chances of promotion by succumbing to the 
spirited Old Actonians. 

* U15As beat St Josephs 5-4 away. Arriving late 
due to tube delays, after a minimal warm-up and 
with only 11 players available, Dragons found 
themselves three behind after 15 minutes and then 
4-2 down in the second-half. The outlook was as 
gloomy as the weather but once again, Dragons' 
fighting spirit shone through as they clawed their 
way back into the game to score the winner with 
five minutes to go. 

*U16As drew 1-1 with St Joseph's at Linford 
Christie in their last game of the season. This was a 
fair outcome considering that, due to school 
holidays, Dragons had only 10 players. 

* U17s were awarded three points because 
RuislipTown could not field a team. 

* Firsts won 4-1 away to C.B. Hounslow in another 
good display. 

* Reserves drew 2-2 at Southall. 

• BOAT RACES 

Olympic hero presents 

SIR Steve Redgrave, one of Great Britain's 
greatest ever Olympians, will present the 
victorious crews with the trophies for the two 
Boat Races between Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities on Saturday. 

The five-time Olympic gold medallist rower will 
be awarding the trophies in an historic year, which 
will see the 70th Women's Boat Race competed on 
the Tideway for the first time on the same day as 
the 161 st Boat Race over rowing's Championship 
Course, from Putney to Mortlake. 

Of the 160 official men's races held over the past 
185 years, Cambridge lead Oxford in overall results 
by 81 -78, with one dead-heat recorded in 1877. 

The Newton Women's Boat Race will begin at 
4.50pm, followed by the men's BNY Mellon Boat 
Race at 5.50pm. If you can't get out of the house to 
watch the races in person, they will be shown live 
on BBC 1. 

Oxford are odds-on favourites to win both races. 



LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 


14 Premier League 
matches on the road and 
without a point from 
their previous five 
games at home or away, 
Chris Ramsey’s men 
produced the most 
stunning performance of 
the weekend to claim a 
richly deserved first win 
at WBAin 16 years. 

The result was just 
reward for the brave 
decision by Ramsey to 
pick three forwards in 
Eduardo Vargas, Charlie 
Austin and Bobby 
Zamora whose goals 
gave QPR a 3-0 half¬ 
time lead not 
experienced since 
Hoops led by the same 
scoreline against 
Newcastle United in 
February 1995. 

You could argue that, 
given QPR’s dire 
position, Ramsey had no 
option but to field an 
attacking side and ‘go 
for it’ from the start. But 
where he deserves credit 
is in resisting any 
temptation to sit back 
and try to protect a lead 
given to them in the 
15th minute by Vargas, 
recalled to the starting 
line-up following his 
goal against Everton in 
the previous game. 

What a pity for the 
Chilean, then, that his 
afternoon ended 
prematurely when he 
hobbled off after half- 
an-hour with a knee 
injury. 

But there was still no 


sign of QPR retreating 
deep into their own half 
and, seven minutes later, 
they were further 
rewarded when Austin 
notched his 16th goal of 
the season with a neat 
far-post header 
following Niko 
Kranjcar's headed flick- 
on. 

An already 

extraordinary first-half 
became surreal two 
minutes before the break 
when Zamora made it 
3-0. His superb run and 
lob over West Brom 
keeper Boaz My hill 
with the outside of his 
left boot, from a tight 
angle near the right- 
edge of the area, was 
immediately acclaimed 
as a leading Goal of the 
Season contender. 

Messi-like finish 

On a weekend of 
special goals in the top 
flight, Zamora’s super 
strike would probably 
have been given greater 
credit beyond W12 had 
it been scored by a 
player at a more 
‘glamourous’ club. Even 
so, Ruud Gullit 
commented on Match of 
the Day later that night 
that it bore all the 
hallmarks of a sublime 
Messi-like finish. 

Zamora has never 
been a great player but 
he is a scorer of great 
and important goals - 
none more so than his 



Enigmatic Bobby Zamora scored a wonder goal 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Friday, April 10 

FULHAM v Wigan Athletic, 8.00. 
Saturday, April 11 

FULHAM U18 v Newcastle Utd U18,11.00. 
Sunday, April 12 
QPR v CHELSEA, 1.30. 

Wednesday, April 15 
FULHAM v Rotherham Utd, 8.00. 




last-gasp winner in last 
year’s play-off final to 
clinch promotion. Who 
knows how priceless this 
one may yet turn out to 
be. 

The 34-year-old 
Zamora is an enigmatic 
performer - all of his last 
seven top flight goals 
have come in away 
games. 

Despite West Brom 
pulling a goal back 
through Anichebe just 
short of the hour mark, 
QPR survived some 
wayward finishing from 
the home side before 
Albion sub Youssouf 
Mulumbu was sent off 
for catching Joey Barton 
in the head with his arm, 
before R’s skipper 
applied the icing to the 
cake with the visitors' 
fourth goal, on the break, 
in the dying moments. 

That, too, may turn out 
to be decisive as the 
battle for survival among 
the six lowest clubs 
intensifies and goal- 
difference becomes 
increasingly relevant. 

Barton said after the 
game: “We will take 
great heart from this win. 
West Brom have been 
exceptional at home 
under Tony Pulis, who 
has got them really well 
organised and in a 
comfortable league 
position. They have been 
very difficult to beat 
here. 

“Hopefully it’s a 
springboard for us to go 
on and put a little bit of a 
run together and make it 
difficult for the teams 
around us.” 

No-one saw this 4-1 
victory coming. For QPR 
to win scoring four goals 
or more was available at 
odds of 109/1. The last 
time they achieved the 
feat in the top flight was 
way back in March 
1994 - a 4-3 victory at 
Norwich. You have to go 
back six years, to Derby 
on October 24, 2009, for 
the last time Hoops 
scored four times away 
from Loftus Road. This 
wasn’t quite their biggest 
ever away PL win, 
however. That was a 4-0 
hammering of West Ham 
across east London in 
August 1993. 

Chris Ramsey said: 
“The scoreline was 
brilliant. It probably 
wasn’t a 4-1 scoreline 
but we’ll take it, because 
our goal difference has 
received a big boost 
today.” 

The odds of Hoops 
retaining their Premier 
League status reduced 
last weekend thanks also 
to away defeats for Hull 
City and Aston Villa and 
Burnley being held at 
home to Spurs. Ahead of 
Tuesday’s trip to Villa 
Park, QPR were three 
points off safety. 


T HIS Sunday 
heralds the 
official start 
of the domestic 
cricket season as 
Middlesex welcome 
Nottinghamshire to 
Lord’s for their 
opening County 
Championship 
Division One game. 

International cricket so 
often impacts about the 
domestic game and in this 
respect Middlesex go into 
the new campaign with 
mixed blessings. 

The good news is that 
by being left out of 
England’s current tour of 
West Indies, top order 
batsman Sam Robson and 
pace bowler Steven Finn 
are expected to play a big 
part in the club’s push for 
honours. 

Adam Voges was signed 
to replace fellow 
Australian Chris Rogers 
as Middlesex’s first-class 
captain and one overseas 
player. The bad news is 
that he will now not be 
available for much of the 
season following last 
week’s call-up to the 
Australian Test squad. 

It came as a big 
disappointment, but no 
surprise, that Voges has 
been included in 
Australia’s 17-man Test 
squad to play England 
this summer and, before 
that, their tour of West 
Indies. The 35-year-old 
was recently voted the 
Sheffield Shield Player of 
the Year, having made 
1,358 mns at an average 
of 104.46 during the 
Aussie summer. 

Before Voges leaves to 
don the baggy green of 
his country, he will at 
least be able to play in 
Middlesex’s first four 
LV= Championship 
matches. 

Angus Fraser, 

Middlesex MD of 
Cricket, said: “Yeah, 
losing Adam is definitely 
a setback. We were 
excited about what he 
could do for us - in fact 
we still are, because he’s 
still coming over for the 
first four championship 
games - against Notts, 
Somerset, Durham and 
Sussex.” 


As well as Voges, 
Middlesex’s other major 
close season signings are 
Nick Compton - back at 
the ‘Home of Cricket’ 
after five seasons with 
Somerset - and former 
New Zealand 
international James 
Franklin, who - subject to 
ECB approval - will 
come into the side as a 
non-overseas player 
thanks to his Irish 
ancestry. The 34-year-old 
Franklin has signed a 
two-year contract, with 
the option of a third year, 
and will be available to 
play for Middlesex in all 
forms of the game. 

Among the departees is 
Joe Denly, who has 
returned to Kent. 

Given clearance 

Meanwhile, England 
ODI captain Eoin Morgan 
won’t be trying to erase 
the nightmare of the 
recent ICC World Cup 
debacle in Middlesex’s 
colours. Instead, he will 
miss a chunk of the 
English season after 
joining Sunrisers 
Hyderabad for the 
lucrative Indian Premier 
League which started 
yesterday. Morgan has 
been given clearance by 
England to play in the 
whole IPL, from April 8 
to May 24. 

Counties are allowed to 
field two overseas players 
in Twenty20 games, with 
up to four registered for 
that competition, although 
only two can be registered 
at any one time, and 
registrations must be for a 
minimum of 10 days. 

Only one overseas 
player is permitted in the 
County Championship 
and One-Day Cup 
competitions. 

Middlesex coach 
Richard Scott is joined by 
David Houghton who 
arrived from Somerset in 
January to become batting 
coach, replacing Mark 
Ramprakash who has 
taken up the same role 
with England. 

In: Stephen Eskinazi 
(youth), Max Holden 
(youth), George Scott 
(youth), Robbie White 
(youth), Adam Voges 
(Australia), Nick 
Compton (Somerset), 


2015 MIDDLESEX 
CCC FIXTURES 

THE county fixture list will once 
again incorporate regular Friday 
night start times for NatWest T20 
Blast matches, Sunday starts in 
the LV= County Championship 
and a peak-summer start for the 
Royal London One-Day Cup. 

Sun, Apr 12 CC (H) 

Notts at Lord's 
Sun, Apr 26 CC (A) 

Somerset at Taunton 
Sat, May2CC(H) 

Durham at Lord's 
Sun, May 10 CC (A) 

Sussex at Brighton, Hove 
Fri, May 15T20 (A) 

Gloucestershire at Bristol 
Sun, May 17 CC (A) 

Hampshire at Southampton 
Thursday 28 T20 (H) 

Kent at Lord's 
Fri, May 29 T20 (A) 

Sussex at Brighton, Hove 
Sun, May 31 CC (H) 
v Warks at Lord's 
Thurs, June 4T20 (A) 

Hampshire at Southampton 
Fri, June 5 T20 (A) 

Glamorgan at Cardiff 
Sun, June 7 CC (A) 

Yorkshire at Headingley, Leeds 
Sun,June14T20(H) 
Gloucestershire 
at Old Deer Park, Richmond 
Thurs, June 18 T20 (H) 
Hampshire at Lord's 
Sun, June 21 CC (H) 
Worcestershire at Uxbridge 
Fri, June 26 T20(H) 

Somerset at Uxbridge 
Sun, June 28 CC (H) 

Hampshire at Lord's 
Thurs, July 2 T20 (H) 

Sussex at Lord's 
Fri, July 3 T20 (A) 

Surrey at The Oval 
Sun, July 5 CC (A) 

Notts at Trent Bridge, Nottingham 
Fri, July 10 T20 (H) 

Essex at Old Deer Park, 

Richmond 

Sat, July 11 CC(H) 

Somerset at Merchant Taylors' 
School, Northwood 
Fri, July 17 T20 (A) 

Essex at Chelmsford 
Thurs, July 23 T20 (H) 

Surrey at Lord's 
Fri, July 24 T20 (A) 

Somerset at Taunton 
Sun, July 26 ODC (H) 

Warks at Lord's 
Weds, July 29 ODC (A) 

Lancashire at Blackpool 
Fri, July 31 ODC (H) 

Kent at Radlett 
Sat, Aug 1 ODC (A) 

Hampshire at Southampton 
Mon, Aug 3 ODC (A) 

Sussex at Hove 
Weds, Aug 5 ODC (A) 

Essex at Colchester 
Thurs, Aug 6 ODC (H) 

Notts at Lord's 
Fri, Aug 7 CC (H) 

Sussex at Lord's 
Mon, Aug 17 ODC (H) 
Glamorgan at Lord's 
Fri, Aug 21 CC (A) 

Durham at Chester-le-Street 
Tues, Sept 1 CC (A) 

Warks at Edgbaston, Birmingham 
Weds,Sept9CC(H) 

Yorkshire at Lord's 
Tues, Sept 22 CC (A) 

Worcs at Worcester 

Key: LV= County Championship 

(CC), NatWest T20 Blast (T20), 

Royal London One-Day Cup (ODC). 

For latest fixture updates visit 

www.middlesexccc.com 


James Franklin (New 
Zealand). 

Out: Gareth Berg 
(released), Adam 
Rossington 
(Northamptonshire), 
Ollie Wilkin (released), 
Joe Denly (Kent). 
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Wonder strike 
stirs Chelsea 



After Costa went off, Loic Remy (above) scored the vital winner against Stoke Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


W ITH top scorer Diego Costa 
suffering a recurrence of his 
hamstring injury against Stoke 
City on Saturday, it seems it’s also 
Chelsea that is limping towards the 
Premier League title. 

The 2-1 win was not without its drama. Chelsea took 
the lead through an Eden Hazard penalty, then Stoke’s 
Charlie Adam produced the goal of the season - a 66- 
yard smash that had egg firmly plastered over 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois’ face until Chelsea 
sealed the points with a simple tap-in by Loic Remy. 

It was enough to extend Blues’ lead at the top and 
they still have a game in hand over their rivals. Five 
wins and a draw from the remaining eight games will 
be enough to regain the crown. 

Yet still fans were left squirming in their seats, 
expecting the whole thing to unravel. 

Thankfully, Chelsea can rely on the rock-solid 
performance of centre-backs John Terry and Gary 
Cahill to keep the ship steady. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

That sensational Adam goal would have disrupted a 
lesser side than Chelsea but the league leaders 
appeared unfazed by it, yet the strike still had Cahill 
purring. 

Phenomenal goal 

He said: “Adam’s goal was phenomenal, one of the 
best I’ve seen. It was amazing. I once saw something 
similar while playing for Bolton at Everton, where 
their keeper Tim Howard scored, believe it or not, 
from that sort of range. But apart from that... it was 
a quality goal, out of nowhere. But he’s got a great left 
foot.” 

Was Cahill surprised by Adam’s cheek? 

“Yes, I’m surprised. It was quick thinking to see 
Thibaut off his line from there. Not many players 
would try that. But with his left foot, I’m not really 
surprised that he tried to score from there. It was a 


sweet strike, he couldn’t 
have hit it any better.” 

At 1-0 up and cruising, 
Stoke’s equaliser seemed 
to inject new vigour into 
Blues and stirred them 
into action. 

“I thought we were 
controlling the game 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



they didn’t have many opportunities,” continued 
Cahill. “So yes, it probably did - it stunned us, because 
it was out of the blue. We didn’t expect it and it was a 
top goal. Sometimes things like that happen and you 
go again. It kicked us back into life and our reaction 
was great, because it was a bit of a blow to concede 
like that, near enough bang on half-time.” 

Did Courtois, caught lurking on the edge of his 
penalty area, take a bit of a ribbing from the players? 

“No, not really,” said Cahill. “The lads are just 
delighted with the win - we know how important it is. 
It wasn’t comfortable in terms of the scoreline but I 
think we controlled the game. But in terms of the 
scoreline, it was tight to the very end, so we had to 
make sure we got the job done.” 

With a game in hand and seven points clear of 
Arsenal on Saturday night, how does Cahill feel the 
season is going now? 




Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Fulham need home comforts 


F ULHAM have the ideal chance to end 
any lingering relegation fears when 
they host two struggling teams in the 
bottom four of the Championship in the next 
six days. 

Regardless of what happened at Charlton 
(after LWN Sport went to press) on Tuesday 
night, Whites must fancy their chances of 
winning their next couple at Craven Cottage - 
against Wigan Athletic on Friday and 
Rotherham United next Wednesday. 

But SW6 is proving anything but home sweet 
home so far this year. Fulham have lost their last 
three home games, conceding 12 goals and 
scoring just two. They have managed just one 
win and a draw in their last six league matches 
at The Cottage. 

West London rivals Brentford were the latest 
side to take advantage of Fulham's generous 
hospitality, although, in fairness to Whites, their 
4-1 Good Friday defeat by the promotion 
contenders failed to tell the full story of an even 
contest distorted by the final scoreline. 

Having been gifted one dubious penalty, from 
which Ross McCormack cut the deficit to 2-1, 
Fulham should have been awarded a second 


when Matt Smith was knocked to the ground. 
Instead, Brentford increased their winning 
margin with two more goals in the last four 
minutes. 

"It's a little bit of a recurring theme," said 
Fulham manager Kit Symons. "Playing some 
good football, creating good chances, being on 
top in games, but then not making it count. 

"Ultimately people just look at the scoreline at 
the end of the game and 4-1 looks like a 
hammering. But the actual fact of the matter is 
that it wasn't. We were well in it." 

Truth is, Fulham are still too easy to score 
against. Three of Brentford's goals came from 
shots from outside the penalty area, which 
static defenders did little or nothing to block. 

"We shot ourselves in the foot," Symons 
admitted. "On their first two goals, we needed 
to get up and press the ball. By being goal-side 
we almost think we're protecting the goal but 
you need to get out and press the ball." 

Fulham gave debuts to Danny Guthrie and 
James Husband, the latter impressing with 
several foraging runs from left-back. One 
penetrating dribble to the Brentford byline 
resulted in the penalty. 


He told fulhamfc.com: "Anyone that knows me 
understands that's how I play. Obviously, I like to 
defend as well, that's my first job, and that's the 
most disappointing thing about the game - 
that we conceded four goals. As a defender, I'm 
disappointed about that. 

"I thought I did OK. I enjoyed it anyway. It was 
nice to get some game time, run about, and I 
managed to win a penalty. Maybe it wasn't a 
penalty, maybe it was, but you need things like 
that to go your way when you're down the 
bottom. 

"We had plenty of chances and I don't think 
the scoreline reflects the game. We were the 
ones pushing for the next goal all game. 

"We were very dangerous on the counter¬ 
attack but, at the end of the day, we didn't put 
our chances away. I understand that's been the 
problem this year, so we just need to knuckle 
down," Husband added. 

Before Tuesday's trip across the river to mid¬ 
table Charlton, Fulham sat in 20th place, seven 
points above the relegation zone with six 
games to play. Symons is keen to put distance 
between his side and the bottom three sooner 
rather than later. 


“It’s pleasing that we’re in this position. I’m sure 
anyone will tell you that there’s still that element of 
pressure to finish the job. And we’ve worked so hard 
this season to get where we are and put ourselves in 
the position that we’re in. So we want to go all the way 
and finish it. So there’s that element - a little bit of 
pressure on there. 

“But we didn’t show that in our play. I think we went 
out and we were relaxed, we played our football and 
created chances. And for me, it felt like we were on 
the ball all the time. That was pleasing. But the main 
aim now is just getting the results and we’ve won 
again today.” 

Arsenal, in particular, and Manchester United are 
playing great football at the moment. Is Jose Mourinho 
or the players thinking about the upcoming matches 
against them? 

“They have gone under the radar, they’ve crept up 
and done well of late,” said the England central 
defender. “We started the Stoke game with them in 
second position (after the Gunners beat Liverpool 4-1 
at home earlier that day). They’ve gone about it quietly 
and they’re obviously in fantastic form.” 

Before hosting Manchester United next at Stamford 
Bridge and then going to The Emirates to face Arsenal, 
Blues take the short trip across west London to face 
relegation-haunted QPR in front of the live TV 
cameras at Loftus Road on Sunday. 

Added significance 

The match has added significance on a number of 
levels: the crucial points at stake for both side, but also 
given the recent history between QPR and John Terry 
and the Anton Ferdinand racist row which resulted in 
Blues’ skipper retiring from international duty. 

Cahill, as ever, is diplomatic: “It's not like the first 
time he’s going back. He’s been there, played there." 

Will all the focus be on him? 

“I don't think so. I think the main focus for QPR will 
be on them fighting for their lives to stay in the league. 
Which is dangerous for us, because any team in their 
position is willing to do whatever it takes to win a 
football match. And we’re away, so the atmosphere 
will be intense. 

“Again, it’s another huge game to try and win, and 
we need to go there fully focused with the same 
attitude we went out with against Stoke.” 

Is Terry the perfect leader for this situation? 

“Like you said, he’s been through lots, footballing- 
wise, in his career,” concluded Cahill. “He’s seen so 
many good times, obviously winning trophies, and 
he’s been through bad times, like any player playing 
at the highest level. 

“In terms of his personality, he’s obviously thick- 
skinned and that’s why I say it (the QPR game) won’t 
affect him. And it won’t affect us as a team either. We 
have another week now to prepare, which is rare for 
us, so we're looking forward to the game.” 
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